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ABSTRACT

COPAR (Combining Optimism and Pessimism in Accessing Replicas) is a novel distributed transaction pro-
cessing system that manages updates to a database that is replicated at a number of servers. The database
maintains a count of available resources that can be allocated, deallocated and replenished. The servers may
be connected by a high-latency, low-bandwidth, or congested network. One area in which COPAR could be
applicable is in the distribution of relief supplies in a large-scale disaster situation. This presentation describes
how COPAR can be used to facilitate the speedy distribution of supplies via a network of servers and client
machines. Currently COPAR communicates over the Internet. Its novelty is in the way in which optimistic and
pessimistic processing are combined.
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