Write-up Guidelines for COP 3530 Programs

Every program in COP 3530 must be accompanied by a write-up that explains the details of your program.  This is above and beyond the comments included in the code.  The write-up is used to explain how you approached the problem, why you did things a certain way, how things turned out, and an explanation of the results – did things turn out the way you expected. 

· There will typically be questions on the program assignment page to which you must supply answers.  The write-up is the place to include your answers and their explanations.   

· Type up the write-ups and make them look neat.  Be sure to include a hard copy of the write-up even if it is also on the disk.

· Your lab write-up needs to cover the following areas:

1. Purpose: Describe the purpose of the experiment.  What is it that you are attempting to do?  This is where you describe your hypothesis, i.e., what it is that you are trying to prove.    The statement: “Because it is a required assignment”, is not the purpose of your experiment!

2. Method: Describe the technique that you employed to run your experiment.  Here you need to explain the details of how you performed you experiment.  Explain the rationale for why you chose this method.

3. Empirical Results: Describe in quantitative terms the results of your experiment.  This is where you show the data and the analysis of that data.  Show the results of your program.  What output was produced.  The analysis of the data will be done in two ways: quantitative and qualitative.  The quantitative part goes here, the qualitative part comes later. 

4. Analysis: Describe the results of the experiment in qualitative terms (using the quantitative results as justification).  Does the empirical data support your hypothesis?  This is also where you will need to explain any deviations in your experimental set-up from what you had originally proposed .  This is probably the best place to place your answers to the related problems.  The solutions to the related problems can be discussed in light of the results and analysis of the experiment you performed.  

5. Conclusions: Does the analysis of the empirical data prove that your hypothesis was true?  If it does, how accurate do you expect the results to be?  If it doesn’t explain why it didn’t.  If it didn’t, was the experiment flawed in some fashion – can you suggest a different experiment that might better support your hypothesis.

