
General MacArthur's Thayer Award Speech –  

Duty, Honor, Country (1962) 
 

Duty, honor, country: Those three hallowed words reverently dictate what you ought to 
be, what you can be, what you will be. They are your rallying point to build courage 
when courage seems to fail, to regain faith when there seems to be little cause for faith, to 
create hope when hope becomes forlorn.  

Unhappily, I possess neither that eloquence of diction, that poetry of imagination, nor that 
brilliance of metaphor to tell you all that they mean.  

The unbelievers will say they are but words, but a slogan, but a flamboyant phrase. Every 
pedant, every demagogue, every cynic, every hypocrite, every troublemaker, and, I am 
sorry to say, some others of an entirely different character, will try to downgrade them 
even to the extent of mockery and ridicule.  

But these are some of the things they do. They build your basic character. They mold you 
for your future roles as the custodians of the Nation's defense. They make you strong 
enough to know when you are weak, and brave enough to face yourself when you are 
afraid.  
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