DIG 6551 - Applied Interactive Story

Syllabus  - Fall 2011
3 Credit Hours

Location: Center for Emerging Media (550 W. Livingston Street, Orlando)

Class Meeting Times: Tuesday, 6:00 to 8:45 PM
INSTRUCTOR: J. Michael Moshell

OFFICE: OTC 500, Room 156   

OFFICE HOURS: 


Monday-Tuesday-Thursday 12:30 - 2:00, OTC 500


Tuesday 4:00 - 6:00 PM, CEM - Digital Lab


Wednesday 11:30 - 12:30, OTC 500

E-MAIL: jm.moshell@cs.ucf.edu

CELL PHONE: 407 694 6763

COURSE DESCRIPTION from the graduate catalog: Concepts and specific skills for creating scripts and programs for interactive digital media story experiences.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Prerequisite: DIG 6432 Transmedia Story Creation, or consent of instructor. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is intended to provide an intensive experience in applying the concepts of story to the design of new forms of interactive media. 

OUTLINE OF THE COURSE

I. Concept Development

1) demonstrate their understanding of the essential elements of story 

2)  explore the relationships  between story, play, creativity and character.

3) explore new forms of story including interactive performance
4)  gain experience in analyzing media design problems from the viewpoint of story creation

II. Project

5) Review past projects; consider possible projects for this term; select one

6)  Select one component of the group's creative research as your personal focus

7) Identify its essential problems, and develop a plan for attacking them.

8)  participate in the design and execution of a series of interactive story-based experiments 

to test the proposed solutions developed by the group

III. Report


9) keep a blog or journal of observations during the course; this will be reviewed & graded


10) produce a proceedings-style paper reporting the results of the student's  special study.

REQUIRED TEXTS: None - readings will be provided.

TECHNOLOGY REQUIREMENTS

Email. All email communication in this class will be sent to the knightmail that is listed for you on my.ucf.edu.  It is your responsibility to make sure that you you have a knightmail account, and to regularly monitor it.

Website. The main course web  page is located at www.cs.ucf.edu/~jmoshell/DIG6551. All relevant information will be posted there.

A laptop computer is not required for use in this class, but may prove beneficial from time to time. You are welcome to bring a laptop to class and use it as you see fit.

You will need access to a computer outside of class for internet and email access and for word processing of papers.

Software. No specific software is required. 

Internet. You will need regular access to the internet to do class readings, submit class assignments, and to access the class website. 

JOURNAL PREPARATION

A journal is a place where you take notes of ideas and thoughts as they occur. It is not a polished, edited, final product. You may produce your journal in any medium you prefer - a blog, a bound notebook, or a Word document. Whatever its form, at three times (end of fourth, eighth and twelfth week of the course) you will submit your journal for an over-weekend review. It will be returned to you on Monday (if in tangible form, e. g. a hand written journal), and comments will be provided, no matter what medium you turned in.

Grading is based on the the quality and quantity of effort shown in your journal. The purpose of this activity is to demonstrate your active participation in learning. For instance, you might record your notes while reading the assigned papers. The journal is not a slicked-up “publication piece”; it’s a record of your thought and work process. What did you do today, and what did you learn by doing it? It can be thought of as a “rough draft colletion place” for the paper you’ll write at the end of the semester.
PAPER PREPARATION

Your research paper is to be prepared in standard conference style; see the example papers from the 2008 and 2009 courses that are linked from this course's website. There is no prescribed length. Do not dilute the quality of your work by making it artificially long, and do not leave out essential ideas and discoveries. I will review a rough draft of your complete paper at the end of the fourteenth week of the course and give you feedback so that you can complete the final draft by 9 December.
GRADING

	Grading for DIG 6551 - Fall 2011

	
				       points


	Class Attendance and Participation

		400


	Journal/blog review

	3 at 100 points

	300


	Review of first draft of paper

		100


	Final paper produced according to requirements document

		200


			
		Total Points

	1000



	

	Letter grades A, B, C, D, F will be assigned, based on the quality of student work as follows. The overall scores of the class will sorted in descending order. Those whose total score exceeds 794 points (which rounds up to 80%)  will be evenly divided into two groups; those in  the higher group will  receive A, the lower group B. Those below 795 points will,  at the discretion of the instructors, receive grades of C, D or F.

The instructor reserves the right to modify this grading scale and strategy, based on the overall performance of the class, either upward or downward.


	
	


Attendance

* Students are expected to show up to class on time, prepared for class discussion, and actively contribute to the class. Attendance and participation count for 40% of the overall grade. Excuses are only accepted for medical absences or for university-approved activities. If your car is not working, get a ride with a friend. If you don't have a friend, let me introduce you to some nice people ...

Examinations

The final paper produced in this course will contain information gathered during the live performance or demonstration that takes place in the Final Exam time window. This paper serves in lieu of a written final examination.

Academic Integrity Plagiarism and Cheating of any kind on an examination, quiz, or assignment will result at least in an "F" for that assignment (and may, depending on the severity of the case, lead to an "F" for the entire course) and may be subject to appropriate referral to the Office of Student Conduct for further action. See the UCF Golden Rule for further information. I will assume for this course that you will adhere to the academic creed of this University and will maintain the highest standards of academic integrity. In other words, don't cheat by giving answers to others or taking them from anyone else.  I will also adhere to the highest standards of academic integrity, so please do not ask me to change (or expect me to change) your grade illegitimately or to bend or break rules for one person that will not apply to everyone. 

Accommodation For Disability. The University of Central Florida is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities.  This syllabus is available in alternate formats upon request.  Students with disabilities who need accommodations in this course must contact the professor at the beginning of the semester to discuss needed accommodations.  No accommodations will be provided until the student has met with the professor to request accommodations.  Students who need accommodations must be registered with Student Disability Services, Student Resource Center Room 132, phone (407) 823-2371, TTY/TDD only phone (407) 823-2116, before requesting accommodations from the professor.

All dates, assignments, and elements in this syllabus and the associated schedule plan are tentative, and are subject to change at the discretion of the professor.  Changes will be announced in class.

