COT 4210 Essay Prompt
Assigned: 3/13/2012

Due: 3/27/2012 (before class over WebCourses)

Maximum Word Limit: 1500

Please site sources as necessary.

Please turn in your response over WebCourses as a .doc, .docx, .rtf or OpenOffice document.

Question:

Informal student comments and grade distributions in COT 4210 support the thesis that the course is a difficult one for UCF Computer Science majors, compared to other required courses in the curriculum. Why is COT 4210 difficult for students? Does this tend to be true for CS students from other schools? To what extent does students’ past course work help explain why COT 4210 is perceived as difficult? Would a different high school and early collegiate background make the course easier? Are there cultural reasons that this course may be perceived as more difficult than other Computer Science courses by students from specific cultural backgrounds? Or, is this material inherently hard, due to its nature, for the average computer science student? While much of the answer to this question must be nothing more than speculation, try to do your best to utilize some objective data to support your reasoning.

Note: In general, drawing research from other sources and citing them shows that you’ve done some background research beyond relying upon your opinion. Sources can range from items on the internet, published videos, magazine or journal articles, books, and personal interviews. If you think of other sources, please ask me for approval.
