Chapter 3 Notes - Application Software

Reasons application software is used: business tool, assist with graphics and multimedia, support household activities, facilitate communication. (See table on 3.2)

A software pacakge is a specific software product like Microsoft Word that allows the user to complete a set of tasks.

Role of System Software: To coordinate the computer's resources (this is done by an operating system) and maintain a computer. (Utility programs, such as antivirus programs help with this cause.)

Role of the User Interface: To provide an interface for the user to communicate with the computer. Most application software provides nice graphical user interfaces, so that this communication is easy for the common user. (example: Windows operating system)

Starting a Software Application
In Windows, if the application has an icon somewhere on the desktop, you can simply double click the icon. If the icon doesn't exist, you can go to the start menu in windows and click on the Run option on the submenu, then enter the name of the application to run. A menu contains a list of commands to run, but clicking on one of these choices, you tell the computer to execute a particular command.

Many applications run in a window, a rectangular area on the portion of the screen. The top of the window contains a title bar - which usually contains the name of the application running. Many application programs use dialog boxes as part of their user interface. These are boxes that pop up, asking the user for information, or that allow the user to edit settings when they use that particular application. Finally, a shortcut menu is one that doesn't contain all possible options, but the most popular ones in an abbreviated pull-down menu.

Productivity Software

This is software that assists others in the workplace. Here are the major categories of productivity sofware:

Word Processing, Spreadsheet, Database, Presentatation Graphics, Personal Information Manager, Software Suite, Project Management, Accounting

Word processing: Since we've already discussed this in class, here are the list of terms you need to be familiar with:  clip art, margins, word wrap, scrolling, find/search, find/replace, spell check, header, footer, thesaurus, macro, font, file name, voice recognition

Spreadsheet Software: Here are the terms you should be familiar with: worksheet, cell, column, row, formula, function, recalculation, charts(pie, bar, line)

Database Software: Be familiar with the following: table, record, data type, sort, query, criteria

Presentation Graphics Software: Be familiar with the following: slide show, clip gallery, import, all the capabilities of presentation graphics software and what situations its use would be appropriate.

Personal Information Managers: appointment calendars, address book, syncronizing information to and from a PDA.

Software Suite: A collection of commonly used software applications that can be bought togethers.

Project Management Software: Gives you the capability of planning, scheduling, etc. events and meetings that go along with managing a project. This tool should allow for better communication and coordination amongst a project manager and his/her employees. Furthermore, it should allow the manager to accurately assess the complete status of the project.

Accounting Software: Allows companies to keep track of their finances. Among other responsibilities, payroll can be automated with such an application program.

Graphics and Multimedia Software

Computer-Aided Design(CAD): These programs allow engineers to design and create computer models. Computer models are useful in many fields of study from architecture to biomedical engineering.

Desktop Publishing Software: High-end applications that allow users to publish high quality materials, such as legal memos, flyers, catalogs and annual reports. Typically, one needs a very good printer to go along with this software so that they can actually print out the items they create with the software.

Paint/Image Editing Software: Allows the user to edit graphics images. Also, users are allowed to "draw" their own designs. This allows users greater flexibility in creating graphics files.

Video/Audio Editing Software: Used for the same purposes as above. You can clean up an audio file by editing it. This software allows you to do so. (That's why CDs often sound different than a singer in person. An audio editing program is often used in the creation of CDs.)

Multimedia Authoring Software: Allows the user to create programs that incorporate graphics, video, art, audio, etc. all together in an interactive application.

Web Page Authoring Software: Allows users to create web pages without writing html in text files.

Software for Home, Personal and Educational Use

Integrated Software: A single software package that allows you to incorporate multiple capabilities(word processing, spreadsheet & database).

Personal Finance Software: Allows a single person or family to balance their bills. Among other things, these programs can allow you to do online banking.

Legal Software: Allows you to draw up certain types of legal documents.

Tax Preparation Software: The name says it all...

Education/Reference/Entertaingment Software: Some applications are designed for young people to learn some skill, others store reference materials, such as an encyclopedia, and entertainment software covers all programs that people use for their enjoyment.

Software for Communications

Types: Web browsers, Chat Rooms, Newsgroups, Instant Messenging, Group ware, Videoconferencing

Web applications: programs you run directly from a web site. Some sites also store your personal information at their site.

Web Based Training(WBT): A collection of web pages that allow the user to learn about a topic at their own pace. These Web pages will contain information, as well as assessment tools - quizzes, etc. that the user can simply take on-line. WBT is used with other tools for distance learning(DL). This is the idea of taking a class at a remote location by putting all necessary class resources on the web.

Online Help, FAQs& Wizards: Help users with using software applications.

