Summer 2009 Student Evaluations

COP 3502

Project help reinforce class material. Allowing us to use notes during the tests really helped. I like the human demonstrations. Arup is good at explaining concepts and is approachable. Sometimes he is too friendly and students continue ask him questions during the exams in the hopes of getting a hint. The TA took too long to grade assignments. Liked how the topics were simplified. Didn’t like that I wasn’t allowed to resubmit an assignment where I submitted the wrong version. Tests were too complex, but that’s Computer Science. Online information is helpful. Tests were challenging but they helped us learn. You teach great and spend extra time in your office. Plenty of reference code. Didn’t like that the class was late in the day. Didn’t like required recitations. Tests had too much math. Allow non-scientific calculators for tests. The professor was very rude towards the first office hours. My background of C wasn’t too good. The respect wasn’t there initially. Liked the community service opportunity. Programming assignments were extremely difficult. Don’t go too fast for the summer. Make tests easier. Allow for extra programming assignments for extra credit. Recitations are redundant. Liked learning C, didn’t like some of the program guidelines. Liked the instructor going through examples. Didn’t like the grading policy of taking off all points after a test case crashes. Grade more quickly. There were a lot of assignments and tests considering the time. Make your tests easier. Like the great communication of ideas. Class demonstrations were fun and kept the material interesting. Notes and resources are vastly extensive and useful. I follow along better when the code is written in class instead of pre-written. Liked the programming assignments. Didn’t like the textbook. Liked being able to use notes for the tests. Didn’t like spending two hours looking for a bug which was forgetting to type a single symbol. Best course I’ve taken at UCF so far. I didn’t like long anecdotes explaining concepts, it wastes time. It felt like there weren’t enough useful examples. They were all very basic and not applied to useful ideas in real life. Liked Towers of Hanoi, it made recursion easy. Didn’t like assignment number 1. I’d like grades back sooner. Fun teacher, nice and forgiving. Programs took forever to do and even longer to get back graded. Saw teacher semi-insult a student about his use of common sense in a test question. Program grading took too long. Good at returning tests. I really felt that I was learning and becoming a better programmer as the class went on. I would have liked an assignment on Big-Oh and summations. The recitations devoted too much time to easy problems. The class lectures were entertaining. Strengthened my ability to problem solve and code in C.
Most of the comments were relatively expected. This is the first time I remember people commenting that they liked having notes for the tests. In general, I’ll probably keep this policy. Can’t remember why the assignments took so long to grade, but that’s always going to be a problem. It’s possible I forgot to tell Rosa to grade them as soon as they were due. A couple complaints about things I expect from students: turning in the right assignments and getting my self-referential questions. I suppose I could change those things, but generally speaking, most students turn in the correct assignments and most do better on the self-referential questions than regular questions, so I am inclined to keep my policies on both roughly the same. I could allow non-scientific calculators, but one of my big pet peeves is students’ inability to do mental arithmetic. This is probably the only practice they get. Perhaps some of the recitations can be improved.

COP 3503 Independent Study (2 students)

This class wasn’t meant to be an independent study.

It was reasonably unfair for the department to ask me to teach this whole course, but not actually count it as a class. So, I treated it as an independent study. It’s unfortunate for the students. I spent more time on this than a regular independent study, but that’s not enough time for students who aren’t very good at learning lots on their own for a core class like CS2. These two students would have gotten C’s in the real course, so I gave them C’s for the IS, even though they didn’t get enough work done for a C in the real course. It was just a poor situation. I actually got along great with the two students. Teaching-wise though, I just couldn’t afford to spend as much time as would be required to teach a whole class on this.
