Summer 2008 Student Evaluations

COP 3502
There is good material to learn but it is difficult. Didn’t like the extreme knowledge necessary to do the HW. Mr. Arup is very passionate and knowledgeable about this subject. Would have liked the option to program the assignments in C++. Felt the grading on the HW was a bit harsh. The analogies helped a ton. Grading was a bit tough. Liked laid back atmosphere. Didn’t like the amount of time we spent sorting ourselves. Tests were too long. Programs were long and stressful but solving them was satisfying. Recitation worksheets were helpful but the homework was annoying. Didn’t like outbursts by other students. I dislike the sliding grading scale. A person who get a 50% should not pass. It dilutes the quality of students who do progress through CS. Liked everything but the book. Encourages creativity and different ways of learning. Assignments and classtime were meaningful. Textbook was underutilized. Time to grade was a little slow. There was a disparity of assignments for students with less ability to program. Projects are worth too much.
The class ran reasonably. I think the only theme that was fairly common in the student comments was about the lengthy homework assignments. They are harder than when I first taught CS1, but I think that if a student completes all the assignments for the course on their own, they have gotten some solid programming practice which will aid them in learning new programming languages and solving standard programming problems they receive elsewhere. I do think the student who expressed concern about passing students with a 50% has a valid point. However, I also think that for UCF’s standards, I’d have too few students with As if I used a 90-100 scale. I do end up passing several students who, in all likelihood should not pass. I have wavered on this issue in my career, but overall, the conclusion I have come to is that if someone works hard consistently, but doesn’t have the talent, and won’t be pursuing the field, failing them and forcing them to take the course again does little good for anyone involved. Obviously there’s a point at which someone doesn’t deserve to pass a class. I try not to drop below that point in determining the passing like. But, it’s tough – each semester, I think about the individual students involved before I choose what passing will be. (Once I pick my line though, I stick to it, without bias.)
COT 3100

Clear teaching, tests were very hard, make them easier and don’t curve. Hard assignments, but fair, gave partial and extra credit despite a whiny class. Didn’t like that homework was worth more than quizzes. Recitation was slower pace than class and let me catch up. Very interesting course, the instructor made it so. Went through some examples too quickly. Liked candy. Didn’t like the material covered. Most entertaining of my discrete professors. The course contained a great deal of useful information. It was difficult. I think I would have benefitted more by learning logic and sets before induction. Everything about the course was excellent. Best instructor I’ve had so far. I didn’t like the book. The course has lived up to its reputation of being the weed out course for CS majors. Liked the atmosphere. Subject material is difficult. Not enough online sources to practice.

I think I did reasonably well with this course this time around. I still feel that I can do a better job connecting the material to real life. I also wish I could create/find a greater pool of questions for students to practice. I think that comment was spot on. Maybe I do have a good pool with my past homework assignments and all I really need to do is compile them in an organized fashion.
