Summer 2007 Student Evaluations

COP 3503

Let UCF hire more tecahers and prepare IT students more. Make better class times. Liked sheets I could use for exams. Didn't like vague programs. Blaming people for cheating by googling their code is entirely unfair. Getting a 50 on a test and passing confuses me. Only one instructor for the course. Didn't like the content or two instructors. Didn't like unreasonable expectations. For IT students, this class seems unnecessary. Didn't like being accused of cheating without being allowed proper defense. Tests tested concepts instead of actual knowledge. Two different teachers, two teaching styles, two levels of learning. Liked logic and problem solving. Didn't like speed of the material covered. Grading took too long to be useful. Didn't like homework assignments. Thought tests were fair and graded quickly. Interesting material. Teacher rarely answered emails and hardly helped outside of class. Showed no concern for grade issues when disputed.

The multiple teacher experiment didn't work. It's standard fair at other universities, but not at UCF, so the students had difficulty with it. Any time I teach a summer class, I won't have time during the three weeks of BHCSI. That's just a fact and if there's any way I can teach a summer class the first six weeks, that would be ideal. The IT students seemed to complain more than usual this particular semester. It's probably best that IT students will not be in the course any more. I think the students were frustrated with the whole cheating incident. I was frustrated with it even more than they were. There has been an erosion of standards with respect to doing your own work. The students admitted to using code that was online. They also thought that this was perfectly okay because I never made an explicit mention not to do it. It should really be the other way around. Students should not use someone else's code on an assignment unless I explicitly say it's okay. The student who said it's unfair for a grader to google their code is particularly puzzling to me. Why shouldn't a grader use resourses to try to make sure that work is original work. It's similar to saying that athletes should not be tested for illegal substances at all. For whatever reason, we (Kanad and I) just never gelled with this class at all.
