Spring 2009 Student Evaluations

COP 3223

Excellent course website without extraneous graphics, challenging assignments without being too difficult, didn’t like test questions on pass by value and pass by reference, very confusing, the method of the exams did not mesh well with my style of learning, we were not given enough time to finish assignments, the meeting seemed useless and unnecessary, I did like the quiz programs, i felt that weekly class time was wasteful and the ideas weren’t communicated effectively, teaching the important topics should happen sooner, the practice programs didn’t have solutions, how can I learn without solutions, I liked the quiz programs, the book wasn’t helpful and I wasn’t sure how to do the assignments, I liked the sports analogies, I didn’t like the student in class who asked irrelevant questions, the meeting and quiz programs were helpful, give practice exams, I like the way this course was organized, I didn’t like people asking the same questions over and over again, nothing to improve, the course is well-paced and the tests weren’t too challenging, amazing teacher who made the class as enjoyable as possible, a little too fast-paced, liked the assignments but they took forever to grade, this was my first exposure to programming and I liked it a lot, didn’t like the delay in grading, very knowledgeable and cares about the students, very interactive, tests were appropriate, tough course with fair grading, like the availability of notes and practice programs, the test were pretty good without multiple choice and the meeting grade was a great idea, kind of fast for intro, sometimes you get lots of points off if your program doesn’t compile for one little mistake, awesome teacher, too fast, tests were a bit difficult, useful material, meeting experiment accounts for too many points, this was the only class I was interested in, very well-paced and balanced, teacher makes info easy to understand, great tests, liked professors supply of practice material, near the end of the course we were rushed a little, best class and teacher ever, too fast paced, not wanting to help, test too hard, tests were very challenging, didn’t like structures or strings, interesting subject, but the class was too late at night, the exams are difficult because programming involves trial and error, didn’t like strings, liked the professor and examples, but the exams were very hard, liked the quiz program test, forget about the quiz programs, subject is confusing, teacher was nice, the class was hard, slow getting back grades, text sucked, pace was overwhelming sometimes.
Most of the usual comments were here. I was surprised with the one student who thought that the meeting was useless. Perhaps that was a student who blew-off the test and scored poorly, but thought he/she understood the concepts well enough that they didn’t need the meeting. I wish I had a small class like this more often so that I can do the meeting for all students below a certain grade on the first test. The delay in grading comment came up more often than usual. Maybe I should spend extra time explaining to students WHY it takes teaching assistants some time to grade all the programs. It seems to me that students have difficulty seeing things from other people’s (students who are grading them) perspective. This is clearly a bottleneck that can’t be fixed much. The only thing I can do is send out the grading email when the assignment is turned in, instead of delaying. Also, I need to tell students that if they want feedback on practice programs, to simply come and see me. Furthermore, the program, when it runs, gives the most important feedback of all. I need to improve at communicating both of these ideas. Overall, I thought that this was one of the best semesters I’ve ever taught this class. I had a great rapport with this class and I felt that those students who worked consistently hard and did extra work were given the opportunity to do well in the course. Plus, because there was no multiple choice, my exams were easier than usual. Students will always complain about my tests, but backing down to those complaints and making easy tests would be a disservice to the quality students in the class.
COP 3502H

Programming assignments were well-designed and often more fun than grueling, Connect 4 being the shining example. Didn’t like the written assignment or the use of C, use C++! One bad assignment really pulled down a grade. I felt the work was challenging but I felt I was learning useful things. Arup is very good at teaching. I didn’t like that the class was a 8:30am. Fair grading. I didn’t like anything in this course. Tests are too difficult. When you teach an honors class and the average score is a low C. Do you think we didn’t study? Homework grading was unfair. Likes that the class is involved so we don’t just sit and take notes. Projects and tests are very difficult. Probably my favorite class even though it was my hardest. If you don’t pass this class, you shouldn’t be in CS. As much as I like less class, sometimes I felt like we weren’t really being taught. The course was disorganized, didn’t follow the syllabus. The tests were unfair, they were harder than the regular section. Good use of class time. Great job of teaching. Would have liked more time spent on teaching summations and algorithm analysis. Would have liked more specific feedback. Liked anything math related. Liked the coding, didn’t like the tests. The teaching was enjoyable and active. I didn’t like the tests. I found the programs to be helpful. Connect 4 is a good project. Good pace, excellent presentation. Maybe add a quiz or two in between tests. Hard concepts not taught thoroughly. Spend more time in class going over program examples.
I was a bit taken by the “too hard” comments. I think that if you don’t want a challenge you shouldn’t join Honors period. I’m not about to waste the education of the rest of the class by watering down tests just because some kids don’t want a challenge. To any student reading this: drop out of honors if you don’t want a challenge. The reason I don’t go over all the code in class is that this is the transition class. In Intro to C, I go through ALL the details of the code. By CS1, students need to start having the ability to take a written algorithm that has NO CODE and translate that into code. By CS2, this is the expectation. In a CS2, nearly NO code should be shown; only ideas and proofs of correctness. To transition into this, students need practice where I show them an algorithm step by step on the board and maybe make an off-hand comment like, “watch out for array out of bounds issues”, and just from that they need to be able to code it up. You CAN’T build that skill without practicing it. Period. I could add a quiz or two, but I expect Honors students to keep up on their own without me treating them like high school students. As for the one written assignment, in the regular course the students get lots of written practice in the labs. I need to give the students in the Honors course the same practice. That’s why I have one written assignment.

COP 3502

Interactivity was a big plus, didn’t like people talking in class, the programming assignments taught me a lot, online material was helpful, textbook wasn’t, like candy and the curve, testing was hard, didn’t like getting conned on the first day, liked the TA help and grading scale, didn’t like the fast pace, weight the grades differently, liked examples with students in class, assignments reinforced lectures, I couldn’t find why I lost points on the programs, liked that people who went to class were rewarded, like examples of algorithms in front of the class, very enthusiastic, explains everything in a way someone without programming experience can understand, not a fan of MC tests and lecture explanations were excruciatingly detailed, didn’t like recitations, liked interesting material and hw project opportunities, would have liked to have seen more math, a bit more free response would have been nice, not enough time, runtime of functions was confusing, bit more responsive on assignments(feedback), the material is taught in a fun way, didn’t like MC questions with recursion tracing, need a bit more feedback on HW, I think the lab in this class should be about the homework, didn’t like tests and recurrence relations, explanation of the material during class was exceptional, visual examples helped, like the community service assignment, didn’t like assignments, liked instructor’s ability to convey ideas, program comments sparse, cares about his students, course was harder than I expected, well organized notes and sample programs, assignments seemed loosely tied to lecture concepts, I felt behind and unsupported, he needs more office hours, you went through the math too fast, some of the later programs had shorter development time than indicated, more practice examples for summations and Big-Oh questions, I think the programs were not graded as harshly as they should have been, not enough time is spent going over some of the material, the TAs this semester seemed useless, did not respond to emails or make comments on programs, good speaker, like getting students to participate, tests were fair, didn’t like tests on paper, liked linked lists, didn’t like recurrence relations, next time don’t let your TAs write the exams, programs and tests contradict teaching style because they are difficult, not enough practice problems, programs could be worth more of the course grade, didn’t like instructor canceling class, labs are not useful they need to be harder, grading was tough, didn’t like inconsistent names for files in assignments, some programs took a long time to be graded, give more guidance about how to do the assignment, I do not learn by example, concepts aren’t taught formally enough, you make CSI exciting, the first assignment was hell, make labs only reflect the content already covered since the TAs have trouble explaining new concepts, liked 3am program policy in C, exams were short on time, exams were strangely balanced, difficult to remember how much time a specific example ran in, sometimes it seemed like the code wasn’t covered thoroughly enough
On the whole, I was really amazed at how smoothly this class ran. Dealing with 270 students with the resources for 150 was difficult, yet, I don’t think that the students’ education suffered at all. Yes, it took a while programs to be returned, and some students couldn’t see their comments because of either a WebCourses glitch or not knowing how to view comments (we never did figure out definitively what was the case), but on the whole, my TAs did a great job from the assessing I did. I think the students would have a different opinion if they could see this class taught 10 times with 10 sets of TAs in different circumstances. I am lucky that I have that experience and vantage point to judge their performance. Unfortunately, the students don’t and seemed to have judged the TAs much more harshly than I would. I didn’t like doing MC questions at all and those complaints are warranted, but based on our staff, it wasn’t practical to do anything else. What I was surprised with was how well those grades correlated with free response grades. In essence, the MC worked; it still assessed as accurately as the free response. I was surprised by this data. Individual students of course thought they were screwed a bit with the MC, but when all is said and done, where they lost some points on the MC in one section, they gained it back on another question they got right that they didn’t fully understand. I’ll have to keep up the class examples. Maybe I should spend more time on the math in class. I would love to do that. I stopped doing it because students didn’t like it, but maybe I should go back to my old style of having more math in the class. As for more office hours, this was the year I was gone every day from noon to 5pm, so it was tough, just an artifact of my HS schedule and I couldn’t do much about it at the time, I think I can improve on the test design, especially with respect to time – this was my first time teaching the class in 50 minute lectures, so it was tough to design tests for that shorter time, I should also make more practice questions online with summations and Big-Oh questions
