Fall 2008 Student Evaluations

COP 3223

First time taking a course like this. Pace is slow in the beginning fast in the end. The testing was hard, grading unique and assignments challenging. When I came for help, he gives an attitude of “why don’t you understand this?” Liked the ability to choose which quiz programs to do and that we had lots of time to do homework. Professor is cool, didn’t like that I already knew the course material and needs to work on his power point skills. The difficulty increased so rapidly I could not keep up. Slow down and put more easy assignments in the beginning. Easy to follow through, just pay attention in class. It was hard for me to see the screen. Exams were easier than other instructors; less confusing. Some test questions were confusing or tricky. It’s too fast and too much for one semester. Integrate a lab. The pace was way too fast. Teacher already had experience in teaching was extremely organized for such a large class and was able to stimulate and interact with students very well. I already knew programming so sometimes course was just slow for me. Too many assignments and quizzes. C programs were already written so hard to follow. Should be in a computer lab. Everything was great except quiz programs felt like a waste of time. Teacher was exciting to listen to. Lots of group/student to student learning. Catered to beginning programmers, too much tracing through programs. Only problem is tracing questions were getting first part wrong leads to three other wrong answers. Quiz programs were not enough programming. Pace of the class was very fast. Professor made class interesting and seemed to enjoy teaching it. Liked how you went into detail explaining various aspects of the lesson topics, but other times when you talked about the heap you wouldn’t explain further. Great organization on website. Tests were good but free response was too difficult. Liked ability to test out of quizzes. I enjoyed C because I’d never done it before. The grading was very hard. Good teacher, funny and I learned a lot. Didn’t like the time of the course. Thought programs were worth too much of the grade. Too fast for beginners. The instructor kept my attention. The subject matter was difficult and the text book put me to sleep. Do the class in a lab. Liked the teaching style and tests were too hard. Homework should weigh more than the tests. I think the test format was poor. I’d really like to see testing done on the computer. Not enough hands on during the class. Use of class time was great. Quiz programs were helpful, but by the time we were taught everything for it, we only had a couple days to do it. Tests were confusing very tricky. Need more lab hours. Too many programs in one semester. The TAs in general were not very helpful especially with grading programs. Some TAs are more strict than others. Some explanations were really slow and the class would get a little hard to pay attention to. Too fast. He goes too fast, for me, not having programming experience makes it hard to catch up. I depended on tutoring help. Too fast and too complicated. Liked the example problems. Tests were too hard. Grade the TAs grading. Try to have more programming assignments. Have more quizzes. Prepare the class more for tests. This class needs to be skipped by students with AP credit. The quiz programs were harder than the assignments and I was intimidated by the TAs due to my lack of knowledge. I thought that the programs were inconsistently evaluated. More quiz programs. Liked his ability to explain material, framing it in concrete examples. Liked creative programming assignments that reinforce and dovetail with lecture material extremely well. Quiz due dates were strict. Should be slower paced for beginners. Tests were much harder than necessary. Assignments didn’t always correspond to what we needed to know for the tests. The passion he portrays for the concern of if you get it or not was surprising. He puts forth the effort and it was refreshing to have such a strong professor facilitating the information. The workload seemed overwhelming. Make predrawings of subject. Make it more interesting. Be more concise in your explanations. Update your knowledge of C99 standard. I don’t understand the material and it doesn’t interest me as much as I thought it would. I liked that you drew pictures. All tests and assignments were fair. I liked the tile game and hangman. I did not like the election themed programs. Liked how tests are split up into MC and free response. Too many practice programs. Maybe we could turn them in online. A bit fast paced. Didn’t like purchasing the book. Separate section for non-CS majors. Pace seemed to crawl leading up to the second test and then rushed to the final.

Not too many surprises here. This is generally what I tell the students on the first day of class. I should probably reiterate it a couple more times. Although the class is “introductory”, it is more work and more challenging than most other introductory courses. If we can get a lab, that would be helpful. I still have to improve in explaining to students why test questions are not “tricky” and why I think those questions are important. I also have to explain why the best test is one with a 65 class average. UCF students still seem to have difficulty understanding why this is. We’ll have to work on the text book. Hopefully a custom book in the near future will be a benefit. I think if we can get some students to CLEP out of the course that would be very helpful. But, in that vein, I was surprised at how few people tested out of the quiz programs even though I gave them the opportunity. I fear that once we offer a CLEP option for this class, too few students will be motivated to actually go through with it. I should probably also explain to the class why I don’t specifically prepare students for test questions. I am guessing that at the end of the day, even if I give a crystal clear explanation of my philosophy and my attempts of fostering conceptual learning, it won’t matter. I’ll have to look into grading – I took a lot of care this semester to rotate graders to make the grading fair. The bizarre thing is that if I didn’t rotate graders, students would probably think that the grading was more fair, even if that isn’t the case. Perhaps I need to explain why I rotate graders. Perhaps I need to see why different graders give different grades.
CIS 3362

I enjoyed learning the ciphers such as Playfair, Hill and substitution. Liked the wide range of algorithms and history. Liked DES assignment. Teach more practical applications of encryption. Liked the DES assignment. Didn’t like the RSA one. I recommend for all IT related majors. Very interesting topics but I didn’t like the programming. The math was a bit unexpected. I liked the clarity with which the teacher communicates the material. Slow down a bit.

Not a lot of comments from the students. I probably need to find a way into transitioning into less code for assignments and finding more practical assignments so to speak. I should also warn the class on the very first day the cryptography is basically math, so they should expect a great deal of math. Definitely need to communicate that better if even one student was surprised by the math content in the course.

COP 3503H

The pace was well-tuned to the material. Very fair class. Projects are good at stimulating interest but easy to get in over your head. Project was fun but I would have preferred an option to work individually. Java being required was annoying. Expectation for group project were not clear. Same thing for programming contest. I think homework relevant to the lecture topics would be beneficial. Use of class time was amazing, I learned a lot and we got out early! Didn’t like the book. I learned a lot from the project but so much rides on it. The class is slightly difficult. Liked candy lectures. Some test problems were a bit too difficult and unorthodox.
Had a pretty good rapport with this class. Perhaps I should calm their fears about the group project some. The biggest reason I don’t set clear expectations is that if I did, they’d never be exceeded. By not setting expectations, students did amazing work, more than they would have done had I made clear, set expectations. Perhaps I could give some students an option to just to regular programs and not do the project, but then I don’t feel that I am giving those students the extra work that I believe ought to go into an honors class. Perhaps I should let students know this in the first class so they have an opportunity to switch to the regular CS 2 if that is what they prefer to do. I’ve really enjoyed watching the motivated students work on the group projects and don’t want to lose that from the class. Wonder how I can set up the programming contest differently.
