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Renaissance vs. Middle Ages

- The scientific method: experimentation

- Focus on the individual rather than God

- The printing press: allowed regular people to read the Bible and interpret it for themselves and raised literacy

          **Reformation: Martin Luther ( no indulgences; good deeds don’t mean you get into Heaven; don’t always have to go to church religiously**

Scientists
(a) Galileo – researched the surface of the moon with the first telescope at a point where no one considered Earth a planet

(b) Copernicus – had a heliocentric view of the solar system

(c) Kepler – orbit = elliptical; this information is important for comets/Pluto

(d) Newton – Theory of Gravity; 3 laws are the combination of other information; are the basis of physics until the 20th century ( replaced by Einstein’s Theory of Relativity (Newton lived in a time when it was a risk not to believe in God)

Dark Matter: instead of believing new theories, we try to match up with previous theories

Rationalist (reason): Socrates and Plato

Empiricist (what you see): Aristotle

3 Most Important Things in the Renaissance
1. Firearm – used in wars to gain power and conquer

2. Compass – know where you are going to conquer and such

3. Printing Press – (See “Renaissance vs. Middle Ages)

**All were used to conquer and diffuse ideas**

Subsistence (trade and barter) ( monetary economy (use paper money)

What makes money complex?
a) Greed and manipulation: make new laws on top of old laws to prevent this

b) Trade/conversion: make barriers

c) Paper money vs. other forms (credit cards, stocks, bonds, etc…)

Why are there differences in economy?
Not every country can live on American standards because the same resources aren’t available to all countries and cost of living may be more/less. 

Descartes
- God exists because He is not perfect

- If God were perfect, he wouldn’t make us suffer

- PROGRESSION: can’t trust anything/don’t know anything ( I think therefore I am ( there is a God ( we can trust God because he wouldn’t deceive us

- Believed that the answer was invalid unless you take the right path (start with nothing)

