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Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle

· Natural philosophers explored physical world

· Sophists were interested in man and his society

· Behavior was either socially induced or natural for man to do

· Socially induced – brushing teeth, appearance; set by portion of society that you hang out with.  Materialism, fear, perception of beauty

· Not natural for man to be modest…baby

· Socrates

· Did not see himself as knowledgeable

· Was not in it for the money
· He asked questions that helped others understand/find truth

· He wanted people to discover the answer for themselves

· He felt he could learn by listening to people

· Believed in the value of the path to the answer

· He would act dumb while questioning (satiric irony)

· Felt everyone had the same ability to reason

· Do you learn things better this way?

· Yes, need the experience.

· Socrates and Jesus

· Neither wrote their message down

· Challenged community

· Lost their lives

· We know of them through their disciples

· Believed in a greater cause than themselves

· Why studied w/o writings?

· Sheer impact/martyrs

· Talked to anyone; gained notoriety b/c of their discourse skills

· Energetic speakers who fought social injustice
· Plato

· Wrote about Socrates in dialogues; this fit his teaching style of asking questions

· Rationalist

· Interested in eternal forms: What is eternal?  What flows?

· Already have eternal (ideal) forms in mind

· Natural examples flowed

· People are Curious about the perfect mold because they see imperfect copies

· Not random chance that animals are made; similar to DNA

· Aristotle

· Interested in sensory world

· Humans create the idea of the mold

· More of a scientist who wanted to base things on the natural world

· We see something, and then create a mold

· Man has innate ability to classify things

· Everything has four causes; the final cause is its reason for being there…ex: final cause of rain is to nourish plants

· Order of importance based on classifications

· Living vs. dead; human, animals, plants

· Do you agree?  Animals can think, but not reason.

· Modern sciences show similarities between humans and animals

· What is human smart?

· Street smart vs book smart and emotional intelligence

· Smart is being proficient in an area; expertise

· Everyone has the same potential

· Can’t categorize intelligence

· Smart idea is a independent, personal idea; or does society define smart

· A talented painter is not necessarily smart

· Standardized tests judge potential

