Jordan Rothlein

Period 6

TOK Notes – 9/2/03

Questions – 

· Is the formation of mathematical knowledge independent of cultural influence?  Religious, political, or gender influence?

· Have you ever disagreed with someone about the solution and answer to a math question and not been able to resolve the disagreement?  How about in other fields?

Does the first question seem silly?

Answer seems to be yes, but why?  How do these relate and influence?

· In culture w/ emphasis on discovering things, math knowledge may be stronger.

· Calculus came out of war-ridden countries

· Political – dictator might oppress math

· Geometry influenced by culture – some may not need some math

· Had women had more power, maybe math would have less importance

· Boys seem more culturally oriented toward math fields

· Not easy to differentiate between nature and nurture – areas hard to differentiate – likes and dislikes (drawing, music)

Fields of study – gender linkage

· Architecture – Female – women more into the home

Male – lot to do with math

· Computer Science – Male – men more geared toward computers, women more social

