Shani K. Isaac

TOK- History, Period 2

08/29/03

We read the article “Help Not Wanted” for the first half of class.  The passage was about Chloe Lewis and her mother, Amy, who wanted to be involved in her daughter’s college application process to the point that she dictated which schools to apply to, and how to word the essays.  We then discussed the connections between the article and our lives.  The opinions broke into two main ideas:
A.)  Parents should play a significant role in the process, reminding students of application deadlines, editing essays, making helpful suggestions, etc.  They know the student best, and can help portray them most accurately.

B.)  Parents should play nearly no role.  They are too biased to accurately portray the student and would likely give dishonest replies to spare feelings.  They also may alter the student’s work so much that it is no longer the student’s voice in the application.  Teachers would be more objective in reviewing an application.
Questions posed:
1. Does math correspond to reality?

2. Can a mathematical proof done using a computer be considered valid?

3. Is there a relationship between mathematical ability and musical ability?

4. Has math knowledge always grown?

5. Is the formation of mathematical knowledge independent of cultural influence?

6. Is it independent of the influence of politics, religion, or gender?

Class discussion responses:
1.  Yes- everything is built on math- ex. architecture, measures of voltage, etc.


No- Nothing’s as perfect as math in reality

Yes- math was originally created to describe conditions of reality


Yes- even the highest levels of math have real applications


Not necessarily- Infinity has no physical representation; it’s all theoretical

2.  Yes- It’s programmed by people, so people are doing it, anyways

No- the purpose of a proof is to show all steps

