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To what extent can math be considered a language?
IT IS NOT A LANGUAGE:

· you cannot communicate with numbers because there would be no conversation

· words put significance to the numbers

IT IS A LANGUAGE:

· you are still transmitting information which is a simple conversation

· you can describe anything in mathematical terms – wavelength of color, dimensions of an object, etc.

· like our language, math is symbols with meaning behind it

· all languages has limitations when translating, therefore math cannot be excluded because of its limitations

· computers use math as a language

If you had a math textbook without the words, could you learn as effectively?
· No because you are not used to it, but eventually you will become accustomed to that way

· No, similar to how it is confusing to look at someone’s homework and follow it

· People speak different dialects of math – taught in different ways

· Probably because we do not write explanations to our math problems

CONCLUSION: math can communicate, but not nearly as effective as the spoken language

Can math be beautiful?
· Math can take on role of beauty (i.e. when mathematical problems fall into place perfectly

· Geometric designs are visually beautiful

· Some consider it beautiful because they enjoy it so much

· It can be elegant because messy problems come to one clean number

Why don’t most people think math is beautiful?

Probably because most people think it is hard, and it doesn’t come naturally, therefore it is not beautiful

Why do some think math is hard?
· it can be considered a foreign language that is complicated

· you have to think one way (right vs. wrong) whereas in the spoken language there are many correct ways to express something

· math is more analytical, a different way of thinking

· it is more acquired; you need to practice it in order to get it (but technically you’ve taken it since the 1st grade)

· math is non-factual: you have to understand everything in math, you can’t just memorize facts

· math builds upon each of the previous steps so you have to understand all

· it is more methodical than the sciences, more analytical

Does math correspond to reality?
· yes, you use it in everything/every way

· ex. complex numbers somehow involved to generate power and electricity

Is there a relationship between mathematical ability and another ability, such as musical?

· anybody can be talented in anything

· yes, with music because of rhythm and pitch

