TOK Notes for Friday, April 18, 2003

5th Period

Summary of reading: 


Most differences between boys and girls (according to the article) are a result of testosterone


Differences can be seen in choice of toys



-Are differences a result of upbringing, or



-A result of biology


Toy choice could be affected by parents when child’s request for toys are granted more often when the toys requested are representative of their gender.


Infants/young children: boys have affinity for building things





Girls prefer “cuddly” things with a face


5 year olds: boys settle differences by fighting/arguing



girls talk about their disagreement and compromise

Comparison Chart for Gender Tendencies:

Boys

-more aggressive

-more physical strength

-more driving coordination

-afraid to commit to relationships

-won’t stop for directions

Girls

-show emotion more

-longer attention span

-safer drivers

-care more about their appearance

-better in English 

-better in math/science

Possible reasons for more boys in intellectual areas:

-girls may consider it dorky, and they care more about their appearance

-do teachers influence?

-would better role models help?

Girls like history/english because these include emotions/people

Boys like computers/math because these include facts


“A computer screen won’t make you feel fuzzy inside.”

