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Should programs like Kazaa that facilitate file sharing be allowed to exist in its current form?
Opening Arguments:
YES:
Programs like Kazaa should be allowed because:

· no central computer/database

· not everyone who uses it can be sued (millions)

· artists actually make more money

· Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) made same argument against tapes and saw no loss in revenue

· no value lost when you steal a song

· people will buy more CDs when they can preview a song

· peer-to-peer (P2P) is more efficient TECHNOLOGY, not about music

NO:
Programs like Kazaa should not exist because:

· artists are losing money

· artists put effort into their music, have the right to make money off of their music

· Kazaa helps spread illicit material (i.e. pornography)

Speakers:
YES:
Kazaa allows the recording industry to make more money.  It makes more sense to file share especially when you only like 1 song on a CD (so you do not have to buy the whole CD).  Programs like Kazaa also allow you to download rare and hard-to-find songs for projects, etc.  It is practical and more affordable than buying a CD.

NO:
Kazaa allows people to transfer any file, which leads to illegal software copying – not just music.  It also allows minors to access pornography easily.  These programs are also gateways for hackers to access our personal information in our computers.  Kazaa also makes it easy for someone to spread a virus by attaching it to a popular file.

YES:
Most MP3s are low quality anyway, so people have to buy CDs to get good quality music.  Artists make a lot of money already (concerts, tours, paraphernalia, etc.).  It does not make sense that it is okay to share with one person but wrong to share files with many people.  Also, hacking is the result of users, not Kazaa or the program itself.

NO:
Hackers can get into your computer via file sharing programs so programs like Kazaa are not safe.

YES:
People will buy CDs still because not many people have the money to buy a CD burner or the means of downloading Kazaa and other file-sharing programs.  Hearing good songs, people will buy CDs and concert tickets, which is still a lot of money.  RIAA should not see it as stealing songs, but as increasing revenue.

NO:
People can get a free CD burner when they buy a computer, which will allow them to make their own CDs, which is more efficient and affordable than buying CDs.  Hacking is easier with Kazaa.  File sharing also takes away from the artist.

Cross-examination:

(Y)=YES  (N)=NO

Q (Y):
Who would you sue?  Not millions of users, not the program because it is not doing anything illegal.

A:
If we were to sue, we would sue certain people and make examples out of them, which will make everyone else want to avoid file sharing to avoid litigation.

Q (N):
How can you regulate the transfer of illicit materials via file sharing since anyone who has access to the internet can download Kazaa?

A:
In order to regulate illicit material adequately, you would have to regulate the entire internet since minors can just as easily access illicit material on the internet.  It is the parent’s responsibility to control and monitor their kid’s activities on the internet.

Q (Y):
How can you blame Kazaa since it is the risk you take using the program (opening your computer to hackers) and your own responsibility?

A:
You cannot assume that everyone knows the responsibilities and risks associated with using these programs.

Q (N):
You said downloading songs makes the downloader want to buy the CD and concert tickets.  You also said that they could not afford CDs, so how can they afford to buy concert tickets?

A:
The two things cannot truly be compared.  People cannot afford to buy all the CDs that they want all the time, but they can buy the concert tickets to their select favorite musicians.

Q (Y):
Any 10 year old can download anything.  Isn’t is the parents’ responsibility to monitor and regulate their children’s activity?

A:
Kids nowadays can hide things since we live in a technology age and they learn to master technology faster than their parents.  Also, kids do not feel the effects of hacking or viruses so they do not learn to avoid file sharing as part of their responsibility.  Sometimes even parents do not know of their responsibilities.

Q (N):
Buying a CD is more permanent and cheaper than buying tickets.  How can you compare the two?

A:
You cannot compare them…

Closing Arguments:
YES:
Programs like Kazaa should be allowed to exist in their current form because:

· They allow useres to preview music, which boosts revenue

· It is the parent’s responsibility to monitor and control their children’s activities online and with Kazaa to protect them from illicit material
· To protect children from illicit material you would have to limit the entire internet,which is impossible
· Hacking will occur with or without programs like Kazaa
NO:
File sharing programs should not exist because:

· Everyone can preview songs and everyone has a CD burner, so they can create free CDs

· They spread illicit material
· Just because you can do it does not make it right
VERDICT:
Programs like Kazaa should NOT be allowed to exist in their current form – more restrictions are needed. (YES was more convincing in the beginning, but  lost steam in cross-examination; NO had strong cross-examination and closing argument)

A little extra tidbit:  Geoff=Captain Giggles 
