TOK Notes: 2-28-03

Nicole Jagmohan- 1st period

Do Animals struggle for symbols?

· They use them, but they don’t struggle for them

· Instinct

· They do struggle- ex: for territory, which represents rank

· Animals don’t care how they appear unless its for survival- ex:  peacock fanning its tail represents dominance, but it doesn’t mean that peacock is better fit than the others

Skin color in Humans:

· Used to be better to be pale; dark skin meant you worked outdoors

· Judgements (today) are not only dependent upon skin color, also clothes and attitude, etc.

· People try to get tans b/c its considered beautiful

-Considered beautiful b/c of media and models, etc.

Do humans struggle for symbols or what they stand for?

· Depends on wealth b/c poor struggle for food first; more wealthy struggle for things to prove that they can afford it- ex: membership to a country club, but you don’t ever go to it; struggle for an A but don’t actually know the info

· Clothing represents wealth, but its also functional

· Why do people dye their hair?

-tired of the same look; want a change

-stereotypes

· Change your look b/c its something you actually have control over

