Notes for 5th Period, 2/7/03

Melanie Anderson

What is the frame problem?


-     Instead of memorizing facts, we give rules and apply those rules

· Humans solve well, robots do not use the same thinking processes we do

· Real life frame problems: boat running into dock (consider the most immediate danger), car accident, etc.

· Our ability to solve is based on experience; ability to hone in on relevant information

· We hone in on our names, friends’ voices, tests, etc.

Article Impression: made things questionable that never before were


Ex: green: real green or our individual green?

What limitations do our senses (their range of perception) place on our pursuit of knowledge?

· See only set wavelengths

· Hear only certain frequencies

How does technology extend/modify our capabilities?

· Vision- radars, infra-red vision, night vision

· Hearing aids

Name a situation in which your senses were deceived.

· Made-up conversations

· Dream- real life?

· Déjà vu?

· Hallucinations

· Optical illusions

· Hearing sounds during a scary movie

· We succeed because of adaptation; bound to have a common perception

Are we truly alone in our own world of perception?

· Epistemic loneliness

· Ex- A Beautiful mind, The Sixth Sense, Memento

· Are we imagining it all?

Other questions not answered:


Do you agree that language enforces our misconceptions of reality?


Can we truly communicate what our senses directly perceive to others?

Possible field trip: 2/19 to the Albin Polasek Museum

