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Creator: Due to the actions of a extremist militant group, who used scientific information to create biological weapons, it has been proposed that we censor the internet using administrators who gain more and more authority over time.

Arguments:

For:

1) Freedom should not infringe on our safety.

-first amendment was not created when we had means of communication like the internet.

2)Censorship is already in place in elementary schools

-the first amendment is broken on a regular basis anyway, why not here?

(not enough substance to this argument)

3) Remember’s sept. 11:  The law will protect all of us and our homes

strongest argument is the need to protect out safety

Against:
1) 1st amendment stated

-there could be information censored that could be used for good

2) Bill is not practical:

-susceptible to corruption

-how do they intend to deal with private computer owners?

-infringes on 1st amendment
3) Another idea is proposed:  Websites should require a membership if they contain vital information, then the information will still be there but not for the public viewing.
4) Bill wouldn’t be effective 
-if you take away the internet as a source of information, then terrorists would easily find a new way around it

-we should consider more pressing matters, and use our money more wisely

Very strong arguments against the bill.  Main point being the 1st amendment.
Questions:

-What measures are going to be taken that information for protection will not be shared?

A. We have to rely on our leaders to take control and know what is best.

-“Should we have absolute freedom of speech?” (Zach answers)  Censorship infringes on the 1st amendment.  Freedom of speech is very important to this nation.

- If you did censor the internet, how do you prevent terrorists from using other sources?

A. You don’t know they will not use other sources, but it’s a step in the right direction.

-Censorship isn’t getting to the root of the problem, what are your thoughts?

A. It is only the first step.

- Would censorship lower chances of someone building a bomb?

A. Possibly, however censorship would not stop motivated terrorists.

- How do you know you won’t be blocking scientific advancement?

A. There is a large difference between these types of information.

Conclusion:

For:  -need for responsibility of information

-first step to stop terrorism

-experts will be doing the censoring

Against:

-information could be used for good

-if government controls our lives, then we have nothing left

