Theory of Knowledge Class Notes 

January 22, 2003 – Period 3

notetaker: Lauren Wolf

A discussion about the meaning of “Information,” “Data,” “Belief,” “Faith,”  “Opinion,” “Knowledge,” and “Wisdom.”
“Information”:

any facts on a  topic

data is a type of information

general information (it’s hot in here)

“Data”:

specific/quantitative


gathering specific details (it’s 78 F in here)

result

comparison

information with an explanation

true/without bias

starts as information


becomes data when there is a specific use for it (benefit of others)

Information can only become data with comparison

“Belief”:

a strong opinion

idea or concept that “the knower” of it thinks is true

used frequently in discussion or decision-making

acceptance of data or information

personal theory about how things are and how they are supposed to be


you must take in data/information, and then process it to make beliefs

have more control over what or who you belief in 

“Faith”:

related to belief and opinion


someone’s individual thoughts on a topic, personal


different though because faith is in reference to religion

strongly believed without proof

faith is not necessarily religion

faith has more emotional tie than belief, opinion

trust in someone or something

do not have much control over what or who you have faith in

set of strong beliefs 

conviction

people try to manipulate one’s faith


easier to be swayed in faith over belief or opinion

more significant/personal than belief or opinion

need to live life and experience it before deciding faith

“Opinion”:

outward expression of personal belief


used in decisions


if not expressed, then it’s a belief

debatable stance

basis for belief which is basis for faith


faith is stronger than belief and belief is stronger than opinion

can be formed at any given time without much knowledge of the subject

belief can also form opinion

“Knowledge”:

see last class’s notes

gain after processing information

“Wisdom”:

worthwhile knowledge

gain from what you learn from experiences

culmination of everything (knowledge, experiences, beliefs, faith, opinions)


final understanding of everything 

