TOK Notes – 1/17/03

Sarah Sims

(Brainstorm):  What does it mean to say “to know”?


ex.  “I know him.”

1.  to understand something


ex. how to use/perform a skill



“I know how to multiply.”

2. to be familiar with a person (heard of, meet, sexually)

3.  to store information or a process that can be retrieved and put to use at a later time


-to use something; sometimes you can know something and not use it


-store information and not use it; ex. chemistry


-to know = apply it


-don’t use something = awareness

4.  to perceive something


ex. to get a general idea


-perceive: understanding something to a different level

5.  to visualize something

6.   to believe something is true


-someone can say “to know” but what they know may not actually be true


-debate: Why would you want to know something false?



-it’s not wrong at the time (ex. earth is flat)



-if you never find out it’s wrong, then you know it



-knowledge is true until proven wrong



-Is knowledge malleable?



-religions: only my religion is right



-knowledge is personal



-some people believe something (or want to believe something), so they 



  create something that might not be true just to have “knowledge” of it

7.  from experience (repeated)


ex. “I know that the sun rises in the east.”

Levels of Understanding

ex. to store something, to learn and apply something

1.  recognition

2.  recognize and understand, but not use

3.  reasoning abilities/common sense

4.  to be able to explain something (ex. math)

Is there a difference between using and explaining something?

-Yes, you can explain something but never truly use it if you don’t come 

   into contact with it.

- Some people can explain, but not use and vice versa (baseball player- hits the 

   ball, but can’t explain how he does it; instructor- explains how to hit, but can’t 

   actually hit)

- Explain how to change a tire, but don’t fully understand it until you actually

   do it

- Explaining is deeper than using (you can do something and just follow it, but not

   understand it)

Is common sense different in different cultures?

-Yes, experiences affect common sense

-ex. In California, it is common sense to know what to do in an earthquake.

-ex. In Japan, it is common sense to take off your shoes before entering a house.

Should #6 be on the list?

-you would never say that someone knows something if what they “know” is false

(discussion involving testing/ knowing math)

