Informal Fallacy Assignment
Assigned: 3/23/06

Due: 3/30/06

Transcribe a conversation you've had with one of your parents fairly recently where both of you committed at least three informal fallacies. (So your conversation should have at least six total fallacies.)Turn in the dialogue of your conversation. In addition, point out where each fallacy occurs in the conversation and what fallacy it is, and why.

Here's a short example of a conversation between my father and I where we each commit one fallacy:

Me: Dad, if I hadn't sprained my ankle, then I would have been able to go to the tennis tournament that I really wanted to play in next month. (1)
Dad: You should be able to play anyway. Ankle sprains always heal within three weeks. (2)

Fallacies committed:

(1) Hypothesis Contrary to Fact: It's impossible to say what would have happened if I didn't sprain my ankle. There could have been another factor that would have prevented me from playing, such as a bad back, or an important meeting.

(2) Misuse of Authority: My father is not a doctor and has never even taken any medical-type classes. He has no formal background knowledge upon which to make his recommendation on my ankle.
