TOK Activity: Make a Law, Any Law
Date: 8/19/03 (Tuesday)

The year is 2025 and we have reached the ultimate in free-prize giveaways. In the past, you could enter sweepstakes to “be an NFL player” for a day. But today, you have just won the opportunity to “be an US Senator” for a day. In your day, you are given the opportunity to propose one new piece of legislation. You want to use your opportunity to do good for not you, but rather, your whole country, and if possible, maybe even the whole world.

You are to do the following in groups of 4:

1) Write up a bill stating what law you’d like to enact.

2) Outline the costs of the bill, listing the necessary financial cost, resource cost and time cost.

3) Argue why your bill is worth all of these costs.

4) State any assumptions you are making with respect to the bill and its possible implementation.

Once you do this, trade your write-up with another group. Have them address at least two concerns with your bill and give this critique back to you. Come up with ideas to address the concerns raised by the other group.

If time permits, I will have each group summarize what bill they have proposed and why they have chosen it. If there is no time, each group will submit their write-up with each group member’s name at the end of class.
