Turning the Tables: Students Design the FCAT!

The second semester of TOK explores the "Areas of Knowledge."  IB classifies these as Mathematics, Natural Sciences, Human Sciences, History, The Arts, and Ethics. This particular activity will examine which areas and what knowledge in those areas you feel are critical for students to study.

Students typically deride the questions on the FCAT, either for their ambiguity, difficulty or lack of relevance. So, now it'll be your chance to share how you would change it. See the difficulties the test makers face! The goal of the exam is quite ambitious: to test students' knowledge of information deemed to be vital for all adults-to-be. Clearly, you can't ask everything! You have to make choices about the relative importance of vast amounts of material from many, many different subjects.

Your group should discuss which skills and topics should be included on the test. Let's assume that the upper limit of the amount of testing you are allowed to do is six hours total. In as much detail as possible, describe the syllabus for your FCAT, such as which subject areas are included as well as what specific skills and topics from those subject areas are included. Please try to be as specific as possible.

After your group discusses, the group should organize the creation of a document specifying the specifics discussed, along with a justification for why the proposed syllabus and exam is an improvement over the current one that high school students now take. 

The document should be typed and contain all group members' names. The best proposals (anywhere from one to five) will get "funded" with a little prize for each group member. I will be looking for details and justifications that show that many different options were considered. 

