TOK Debate: Extra Curricular Activities

Overview
Winter Park High School would like to reiterate to its students that they must get their academics in line before pursuing extra-curricular activities. The county requires that students maintain a 2.0 GPA in order to participate in such activities. However, the new principal feels that she would like to impose a minimum 2.5 GPA on all students who participate in extra-curricular activities. There's no question about the constitutionality of this measure - it's perfectly legal. Nonetheless, the principal has come under fire for her new measure.

The following debate will simulate a gathering of interested parties discussing this issue. All parties involved have agreed to abide by the decision made by a panel of "impartial" teachers upon which both sides have agreed. (The principal didn't have to do this, but offered this idea as a compromise.)

Cast

Those against the GPA change

Mrs. Smith - Her son Daniel would be affected by this change. He's a serious musician in the band and currently has a 2.3 GPA. This measure would prevent Daniel from studying the only thing he loves beyond the classroom. (For example, Daniel would still be able to play in band class, but not at any concerts outside of when school is in session.)

Coach/Teacher Larry Jenkins - As the coach of the football team, Larry would lose about 10 to 15 players from his current team. This would necessitate him to scramble to find a few replacements, some of whom may not have previously played organized football. Larry also teaches Personal Fitness.
Alisa Thomas - She's a student in the IB program who recently has been dealing with some difficult problems at home, which in turn has affected her GPA. As a result, the proposed measure would prevent her from participating in the Creative Writing Club, which has been a great outlet for her to deal with her problems at home.
Allie Rose (School psychologist) - Allie feels that extra-curricular activities generally help the mental state of all students. This restriction would simply reduce the pool of students who are allowed to participate in those activities. She cites that students need an outlet of their liking to mitigate the stresses of being a teenager. Furthermore, extra-curricular activities can provide a strong peer support structure for students who would not get that from their classes.
Kendra Masterson (Debate team sponsor) - Kendra's debate team is not affected by this measure. However, she is still against it. She feels it's the principal's personal mission to discriminate against students of lower socio-economic status, so that extra-curricular school groups better represent what she feels is the true "Winter Park" demographic. Kendra feels the measure will simply further restrict clubs to the "privileged" students.

Those for the GPA change

Mrs. Jones - Her daughter Cassandra would be affected by the measure as well. She currently has a 2.2 GPA and spends all of her time working for the school newspaper. They feel that this measure would force Cassandra, who they feel is plenty capable, of spending more time on her schoolwork before she starts working on her responsibilities for the school newspaper. 

Coach Vince Carter - As a coach of the basketball team, it frustrates Vince that his players don't realize, that for the most part, they will not be able to make a living playing basketball. He believes that a 2.0 GPA in high school is not competitive enough to keep his players' options open for the future. He is not concerned with the fact that some of his current players may become ineligible. He is willing to have his current players improve their academics and accept new team members who meet the GPA requirement.
David W. Rivers - David, the student body president, also plays baseball, runs cross country and plays the cello. He maintains a 3.6 GPA and feels that the measure aids students by getting them to focus on academics first.
Greg Brown (Guidance Counselor) - Greg has seen many students in his office who would be affected by this measure. For the most part, he believes that these students have the intellectual capability of earning a 2.5 GPA, but simply don't apply themselves. He sees this as being an encouraging factor for students to raise standards for themselves.

Drew Minor (Chorus teacher) - Although Drew would have several student affected by this measure and would have to perform concerts with fewer students, he grew up in a household that stressed academics, so naturally he believes this measure is positive for the students.
Teacher Panel

Kerry Newsbaum - Beloved biology teacher with a great sense of humor that all the faculty and administrators respect.

Robert Salmon - Coordinator of the school's IB program, Robert has been working in public education for over 30 years and has seen it all.

Ronald Westershire - AP Calculus teacher known for his no nonsense approach to teaching. He has handled the many responsibilities of his job quite well and was a natural choice for the panel.
Moderator:  Kymberli Bilkes - Everyone's favorite English teacher =)
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Format

Kymberli calls for one person from each side to speak. She alternates speakers until all five participants from each side have spoken. It is up to her discretion as to which order everyone speaks. (Each speaker gets a time limit of 2 minutes.)
This section is followed by questions from the three panelists. These questions should be addressed to specific speakers from the first part of the simulation.

Next, the floor is opened up to the audience to ask the speakers questions. (They should not ask the panelists any questions.)

Finally, after there are no more questions, the panel will meet and then deliver their decision.
