Napster Debate Format

Three Sides:

1) The company is operating fairly. Morally, they are in the right and things should stay as is.

2) The company is not completely operating fairly. Artists are entitled to compensation for their work. However, due to the fact that the internet is new and proper legislation is not in place, they should not be penalized for what they did, but merely be forced to change their business in such a way that all the artists get some sort of commission for their works that are traded on site.

3) The company is not operating fairly. Punitive damages should be assessed and either the company should get put out of business or drastically change their product.

Each side will give their opening statement in random order. (2 minutes)

Then each side will give a rebuttal based on the opening statements, in random order. (1 minute)

Then each side will get the opportunity to ask questions of the other sides. (More informal...)

Each side gets a closing argument. (3 minutes)

Ethical ideas to discuss before debate:

1) Always follow the law, BUT the law doesn’t say a whole lot here...

2) All people deserve credit for what is theirs.

3) An individual has the right to share their property with others, if they choose.

If they don’t want this debate, then: family planning or Teen curfew...

In-Class Essay

(45 minutes)

Discuss the necessity and the difficulties of identifying cause and effect in one of the natural sciences and one of the physical sciences. Where appropriate, draw examples from your own classes.

Culture Exercise

Group 1 : Your temperature is moderate (50 – 80 degrees F) year-round. Your group of 80 lives on flat greenlands near a river and a forest. Your main predators are large cat-like creatures from the forest. (They are not nearly as ferocious as tigers, but they can kill you.) There are many fruits available to eat in the forest, but some of these are poisonous. Also, there are some small mammals (like rabbits) that are edible.

Group 2 : Your group of 300 lives on a plateau at an elevation of 5,000 feet. You have no large predators, but there are some poisonous snakes that live on the plateau. You live by a lake that is surrounded by some grasslands. Most of the mammals that live on the plateau are small, about the size of a mouse. During the winters, temperatures dip down as low as 0 degrees Fahrenheit. In the summers, it gets as hot as 95 degrees Fahrenheit. Larger mammals are located at a lower elevation, which you can reach, though it takes several days.

Group 3 : Your group does not live by any large body of water. However, around the desert you live by, there are several small lakes. Most of the plants in the area are cactus-like. Temperatures are warm year-round, reaching 110 degrees fahrenheit in the summers. There are few animals that live in the area. There are some snakes and spiders, along with some small mammals.

Group 4 : You group lives in a hilly area where the temperature varies from 20 to 90 degrees fahrenheit. There is a stream that flows down the river as well as several lakes sprinkled around the hills. The vegetation consists mainly of large trees with some fruit. Edible animal life is scarce in the near vicinity.
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Sophie’s World Questions

(for pages 1-120)

1. Construct a dialogue between Plato and Aristotle concerning women’s ability to reason.

2. To what extent did Aristotle believe in fatalism?

3. Why is the faculty of wonder important to a philosopher?

4. To what extent do you agree with the assertion that people have to get ill before they truly appreciate life?

5. Of all the philosophers before Aristotle, who are you most impressed with? Why?

6. Use modern science to support both Plato and Aristotle’s views of an “idea”.

7. Do you agree with the claim: “Rationalist philosophers want to attribute what they can not deduce by reason to God.” Or is this a contradictory statement?
