The Three Martians

Three Martians, A, B, and C were in an unknown area of Earth when they came upon an object which had possibly been lost by an explorer.

Having observed it for a few days, they realize that there is a needle that points in different directions and that these directions are labeled with numbers, but these numbers have worn off.

They discuss the possible functions of the object.

A proposes that the object is affected by some sort of radiation field. Since the object rarely moves, it seems to measure some quantity that doesn't change all too often. Since the object looks to be "high tech," perhaps it detects some invisible item, such as radiation. If the needle ever went up high, then the explorer who had it would know to get away so as to cause him or her harm.

B suggests that the object is related to the weather. The only time it really moved was when there was a storm. It slightly moved to the left. Perhaps it measures temperature in some general way.

C says that both A and B are wrong. Though C doesn't have a device to measure the ambient radiation, he/she feels that Earthlings are not advanced enough to do such things. The problem with B's hypothesis is that the temperature has varied over 20○ F over each of the past several nights, but on some nights the needle doesn't move at all, while on other nights it moves more. The only hypothesis that makes sense is that there is some spirit that possesses the needle. When that spirit feels "anger" or other strong emotions, then it moves the needle to indicate its displeasure. This is why the needle moved to the left when there was a storm. The storm was a reflection of the spirit's displeasure. In manner, the explorers using the device would be forewarned about the spirit's moods. 

