TOK Math Discussion 12/4/01

(Are the sexes equal with respect to mathematical ability?)

Are there any innate differences between men and women with respect to mathematical ability?

(Three choices: none, women > men, or men > women…take survey.)

Why is this a difficult question to answer?

What accounts for the differences in standard test scores in mathematics between men and women?

Why are so few women math/physics/computer science majors?

Are women still discouraged today to pursue math and other technical sciences?

Why do capable women choose not to pursue math and other technical sciences?

Amongst technical fields, why do so many more women pursue disciplines like biology, chemistry, chemical engineering, mechanical engineering, etc. than computer science, physics, electrical engineering etc.?

(This question is from me.) What can be done to encourage women to pursue computer science and other similar fields?

What factors work against women studying technical fields? (Or make their path more difficult…)

Does success in a heavily mathematical field rely more on talent than training with comparison to other types of professions?

Prabhu & Lisa,


Thanks so much for doing this. I hope this list is long enough to last most of the period – at least till 2:10 or so!!! If not, you can always try ad libbing based on what the class is interested in. Remember, use your “power” to call on people to control the discussion…make sure that all the different points of view get heard. And if necessary, change the topic.

Arup 

