TOK – Most Important Parts of American History(11/29/01)


No teacher can reasonably go through an entire textbook on American History in one school year. We have already discussed the reasons that we study history in class. Keeping these discussions in mind, imagine that you were put in charge of picking a syllabus for a regular junior level American History class. You know that with the caliber of students that you have, it is reasonable to go through at most 500 pages of the The Americans: A History  textbook. Your school board has given you complete control of what you teach from within the textbook. You can skip certain portions and you do not even have to teach events in chronological order if you do not want to.

Break up into groups of four. In your group discuss which portion of the textbook you will have your students read. What order will you have them read? Why? What lessons are you trying to impress upon your students? Why will the reading you choose do the best job of achieving this?

Your group should write up a one to two page report summarizing your group’s decision. The write up should first include the reading and order you have chosen, followed by an explanation for your group’s choices. This is due by next Tuesday.

