History Role Play

The Characters

Frank (the Mayor): He is doing a favor for a friend Kurt, a businessman, helping him “hide” some money so he can evade taxes. He is also having an affair with Kurt’s wife, but doesn’t want to reveal this for obvious reasons.

Kurt (a businessman): Instigates a skirmish with the mayor because he sees the mayor wearing a ring that must have been given to him by his wife – he’s thought that they have been having an affair for a while, and this is his proof. He doesn’t want to reveal the affair though because the mayor protects his business interests.

Steve (a doctor): He is a good friend of the mayor, one of his confidant’s. He is the only person who knows about the affair other than those involved. He also will not divulge information about the affair. However, he does NOT know about the money that the mayor is helping Kurt hide. He thinks Kurt is a businessman that plays by the rules, but makes use of technicalities.

Helen (Frank’s wife): She is completely unaware of her husband’s affair and the favor her husband is doing for Kurt. To her, Kurt is kind of a brute who tries to bully people, and may possibly be having an affair with his intern, Clara, but she doesn’t have proof.

Clara (Kurt’s intern): She has been having an affair with Kurt, but also is sworn to secrecy over the matter. Because of her intimacy with Kurt, she is aware of the mayor helping Kurt out by hiding the money. She, based on Kurt’s impressions, is scared that the mayor will NOT continue the favor.

Sarah (Kurt’s wife): She is not satisfied with her relationship with her husband. Frank happens to provide the emotional support she lacks from Kurt. She also is aware of the favor that Frank is doing for Kurt and feels that as long as she continues the affair, her personal needs will be met as well as Kurt’s business needs. She sees the affair as being beneficial for all parties involved, but knows the importance of Kurt not finding out.

One security guard: He escorts Kurt and Sarah out of the party after the skirmish ensues.

Three reporters: They are out of the room when the “skit” occurs and will interview Steve, Helen and Clara afterwards for their article for the town paper the following morning.

The Situation

Frank is throwing a Christmas party where many of the “important players” in the town are in attendance. Five people from the class will be designated as the characters above while the rest of the class, minus three journalists, will be in attendance at the party. During the middle of the party, Kurt sees the ring on Frank’s hand and decides that is proof of the affair that Frank is having with his wife. He mutters something under his breath and challenges Frank. They start shoving a little bit, but before anything serious can happen, security guards escort Kurt and his wife out of the party.

The Reporters

After the skirmish, three reporters separately interview Steve, Helen and Clara. Each of these reporters will use their interview to construct an article for the newspaper in the morning. Each reporter will present their article to the class and then the class will have to decide “what really happened.” 

Questions

What really happened?

Why were there discrepancies between the reports?

How aligned with your own experience of the event was the report?

How does this role play relate to how history is recorded?

Is it more difficult to get an objective account of an event before it’s fully resolved?

How difficult is it to get complete and accurate information about an event in the distant past that no one alive personally witnessed?

Frank (the Mayor): He is doing a favor for a friend Kurt, a businessman, helping him “hide” some money so he can evade taxes. He is also having an affair with Kurt’s wife, but doesn’t want to reveal this for obvious reasons. (During the party Kurt will instigate a skirmish with Frank, accusing him of having an affair with his wife. Frank should deal with this in as subdued way as possible. He should discreetly tell Kurt that he wouldn’t want Frank exposing his tax fraud.)

Kurt (a businessman): After spending some time at the party, he instigates a skirmish with the mayor because he sees the mayor wearing a ring that must have been given to him by his wife – he’s thought that they have been having an affair for a while, and this is his proof. He doesn’t want to reveal the affair though because the mayor protects his business interests. (The skirmish should happen when the party is busy since he doesn’t want to attract everyone’s attention.)

Steve (a doctor): He is a good friend of the mayor, one of his confidant’s. He knows that Frank is having an affair with Kurt’s wife, but he also will not divulge information about the affair. While he is not a big fan of Kurt, Steve thinks Kurt is a businessman that plays by the rules, but makes use of technicalities.

Helen (Frank’s wife): She usually enjoys this social gathering that everyone in the town attends. To her, Kurt is kind of a brute who tries to bully people, and may possibly be having an affair with his intern, Clara, but she doesn’t have proof.

Clara (Kurt’s intern): She has been having an affair with Kurt, but also is sworn to secrecy over the matter. Because of her intimacy with Kurt, she is aware of the mayor helping Kurt out by hiding the money. She, based on Kurt’s impressions, is scared that the mayor will NOT continue the favor.

Sarah (Kurt’s wife): She is not satisfied with her relationship with her husband. Frank happens to provide the emotional support she lacks from Kurt. She also is aware of the favor that Frank is doing for Kurt and feels that as long as she continues the affair, her personal needs will be met as well as Kurt’s business needs. She sees the affair as being beneficial for all parties involved, but knows the importance of Kurt not finding out.

One security guard: He escorts Kurt and Sarah out of the party after the skirmish ensues.

