Lunch Time Activity: Historical Truth

Split up into groups of 4 and pick a fairly recent historical event. (Anything from 1980 – present will do.) Go to the UCF Library and find two conflicting accounts of the event. (An obvious choice would be to find the account of an event involving two nations, written from historians from both nations.) Note the sources and authors that give these conflicting views. Do these authors and sources partially explain the difference in opinion? In your opinion, what is the best way to reconcile these views? Is it more difficult to do so because the event occurred recently? Are there any other potential roadblocks in learning the truth about recent events that are not factors in learning the truth about events further in the past? How about the other way around? Are there any other interesting observations your group made doing this activity?

