The International Graduate Honors Program

Concept

 The Computer Science Program of School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science (SEECS) at the University of Central Florida invites graduate students from foreign universities to spend a semester at UCF. The purpose of the International Graduate Honors Program is to strengthen UCF's international ties at the graduate level, and to foster research collaborations. International Graduate Honors students will return home to complete their studies. In some cases they may later choose to return to the USA as Ph.D. students, but the International Graduate Honors Program's mission is built around the bi-directional flow of ideas and contacts that will occur when the students return to their studies at their home institutions. The foreign universities may reciprocate similar arrangements for UCF Computer Science graduate students.

Recruitment

 UCF faculty will select the top universities around the world and communicate with the computer science faculty there for recommendation of strong students to the program. Like regular foreign-student graduate admissions, the program will require Graduate Record Exam (GRE) and TOEFL scores. If the student is unable to take GRE and TOEFL prior to coming to UCF, the student should sit for these two tests within a month after arrival. The International Program Committee at UCF will evaluate the nominations and will make selection based primarily on the student's resume of accomplishments and on faculty recommendations. It is expected that eight to ten International Graduate Honors students will be accepted per year.

T

he Experience International Graduate Honors students will be housed in an apartment with other students, within walking distance of the School of Computer Science. Student volunteers will help to orient them to the University and the community. They will be advised on their choice of courses, and invited to select among the various faculty's research groups. Students' participation in a research group will depend on their background skills and interests. Each student will write a summary report describing what was learned during the International Graduate Honors Program.

International Graduate Honors students are enrolled as regular graduate students of the University. 

Support

 SCS will provide partial financial support; students' home institutions or families will also contribute to the program's cost. Specifically, SCS will provide accommodations in an apartment, will pay for student medical insurance and tuition for three graduate courses, and will facilitate the process of receiving the necessary permits and visas. The student's institution or family will provide round trip transportation, textbooks and living expenses including food. 

Procedures

 There are several steps a candidate of the International Graduate Honors Program must follow to successfully enroll at UCF. We need (1) a copy of the student's resume, which must include the following: name, date of birth, city and country of birth, country of residence (if different from country of birth), name of the university where the student is currently a graduate student, academic background, professional experience and research interests; (2) one recommendation letter from the current institution; (3) a letter stating that the student will have financial support of $2,000 during his/her stay at UCF; and (4) a copy of the certificate of the last degree the student has received. The student can email (1) to guha@cs.ucf.edu or laury@cs.ucf.edu, and can fax ( Fax no 407-823-5419 with attention to Dr. Ratan Guha)) items (3) and (4) to initiate the process.  But items (2), (3), and (4) should be received by Ratan Guha in the mail before the IAP-66 form can be sent to the student. In addition, a health form with a record of immunizations of the student and an official transcript in a sealed envelope can be brought with the student when the student arrives at the school.

After the student arrives at UCF, the student will need to fill out a transient student application. The student is required to register for 2 courses (Fall/Spring Semester), 1 course (Summer Term C) and pursue research. If the student has not taken the GRE and TOEFL, he/she can sit for those two examinations within a month after he/she arrives.

A

bout Computer Science PROGRAM, SCHOOL OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING AND Computer Science at UCF The School of Computer Science at the University of Central Florida has the oldest Ph.D. program in CS in the state of Florida. Last year, we graduated 10 Ph.D.'s and 25 Master's students, for a total tenure track or tenured faculty of 19 (which is well above the national average for graduate productivity per faculty member in our discipline). Additionally, we have graduated over 140 B.S. degrees in Computer Science last year. 

We currently enjoy a lively research environment in Computer Science with the support of five funded NSF programs, two ONR programs, a large ARO multi-university multi-investigator program on distributed simulation, two programs funded by the U.S. Army Stricom, a program funded by NASA, and several programs funded by industry including Sun Microsystems, Cirent (Lucent), Harris, Oracle, DPT, Schwartz Electro-Optics, Real 3D, and others.

Students in the International Graduate Honors Program can conduct research in areas such as Simulation (Profs. Bassiouni, Guha, Hughes, Moshell, Gelenbe, Mukherjee), Databases and Multimedia (Profs. Hua, Lang, Orooji), Software Engineering (Prof. Workman), Parallel Processing & Algorithmics (Profs. Dutton and Deo), Computer Networks (Profs. Bassiouni, Gelenbe), Genetic Algorithms (Profs. Parsons and Wu), Image & Text Processing (Profs. Gelenbe and Mukherjee), Graphics and Virtual Reality (Profs. Hughes, Moshell, Guha), Computer Vision (Profs. Lobo and Shah), Neural Networks and Computational Neuroscience (Profs. Favorov and Gelenbe), Artificial Intelligence (Profs. Gomez, Wu, Gelenbe), VLSI & FPGA Architecture (Prof. Mukherjee).

F

or More Information Contact Dr. Ratan Guha, (guha@cs.ucf.edu) chair - International Studies Committee, School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, University of Central Florida, Orlando, FL 32816. 

