COT4810.02, Fall 2002

S. Lang


Topics in Computer Science, Course Syllabus
August 19, 2002

Instructor: Dr. S. Lang, 203 CSB,


(407) 823-2474, lang@cs.ucf.edu
Instructor’s Office Hours:


Tuesday, Thursday: 1 to 3 pm; and


Wednesday: 4 to 5 pm.

Text: The New Turing Omnibus, by A.K. Dewdney, A.W.H Freeman/OWL Books, 2001.

Course Webpage: 

The site http://www.cs.ucf.edu/courses/cot4810.fall02/lang/ will be used to post the syllabus, presentation schedules and topics, presentation abstracts, homework assignments, and other announcements.

Course Objectives and Pre-requisites:

To study a range of topics from the field of Computer Science; application of oral and written communication skills; social, ethical and moral issues of computing (PR: COP 3530 and COP 3402).

Topics: Selected topics of the text (excluding Chapters 1, 2, 7, 11,13 – 15, 17, 20, 22, 48, and 53, due to duplication with other CS classes), and other presentation topics approved by the instructor.
Grading Policy:

(1) Participation (15%): attendance; participation in questions and discussions; the person who initiates a question, and the people who follow up, should write up the questions and answers and submit to the presenter, so that the presenter can summarize a list of the questions/answers and the names of people who ask the questions, and submit the summary to the instructor.

(2) Homework assignments (20%): weekly; one question for each presented topic; typed up with spelling checked; turn in a hardcopy on its due date.

(3) Two presentations (20% each): 

· one topic assigned by the instructor chosen from topics of the text; the second topic also assigned by the instructor from the students’ submitted list of 3 preferred topics chosen from the text or other sources related to CS

· each presentation must be prepared in Powerpoint format, and will be evaluated based on the contents, presentation style, answers to questions, time management, and an abstract (around 100 words) submitted via email to the instructor on or prior to the day of presentation; each presentation is 20 minutes plus 5 minutes for question/answer

· each presenter must prepare 3 homework questions with answers for the presented topic, submitted to the instructor along with the abstract (the instructor will make the weekly homework assignments based on the questions submitted by the presenters)

· each presenter must submit a summary of the questions/answers discussed during the presentation, along with the names of the people who participated; the summary should be typed up and submitted in a hardcopy within the next two classes after presentation

(4) Term paper (20%): A report in Word or PDF format, approximately 10 double-spaced pages including abstract and at least 5 references; the topic can be based on one of the presented topics, or approved by the instructor; the term paper is due on Monday, December 2 (the last day of the semester) via a hardcopy.

(5) Ethical and moral issues (5%): there must be (non-superficial) discussion related to ethical, moral issues of computing in at least one presentation and/or in the term paper.

Note: Grades will be based on the straight-percentage scale (90, 80, 70, 60%, for A, B, C, D, respectively); +/– grades may be used but sparsingly.

