COT 3100 Exam 2 Feedback
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In general, except for questions 6 and 7, I think if the class is more
responsible and hard-working, these scores can be improved.

I expect there to be a delta between the large lecture section and the
honors section, but my hope is for the delta to be smaller. (Both
sections received the same exam.)

The highlights in green represent where the delta, is, on average,
lower. The highlights in yellow represent where the delta is larger.

The green questions represent problems that are different than ones
I showed you in class, but that follow an extremely similar
"algorithm'" to what I showed you in class to handle these sorts of
problems. This is where the class did the best.

The two questions in yellow repﬂ‘sﬂn-tlhﬂ_mg_qnﬂﬁnns_wMQL%
Gﬁear carbon copies of questions from the recitation material. )
Ironically, this material is covered in recitation in the regular course,
but I skip it in the honors course and simply tell them to "'study it on
their own." Their scores and their responses (I graded them), prove

that's exactly what they did: they read each of the recitation




problems, maybe tried a few of them, but read over my solutions, so
that they knew how to do every single one of those problems and
roughly understood why the solutions worked the way that they did.

Moral of the Story
For the final exam, make sure you carefully look over every question
from the recitation material.

More generally, make sure you review Number Theory carefully for
the final, this is where the class had the weakest results. In particular,
try to solve/resolve practice problems from the past, but while doing
so, try to identify key concepts and problem solving techniques. Some
concepts are somewhat memorized (algorithm for # of times a prime
divides into n! or that only perfect squares have an odd number of
divisors), and some are just a general pattern of steps to try on a
problem.

Yes, time was an issue, but the questions that have the lowest average
take 1 or 2 minutes to answer if you've prepared properly.
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