Project Overview

COP 4910 – Frontiers in Information Technology

Spring Semester 2004

COP 4910 or “Frontiers in Information Technology” is a project-oriented class in which students will choose a frontier area in information technology and conduct a thorough study of that area.  Projects will investigate different emerging technologies, some of which will be suitable for the development of prototypes or proof of concept applications.  Student should approach class projects as if they were conducting real-world projects in the IT arena. All of the major facets of  project planning and development will be explored including:

· Problem specification/identification

· Development of a project proposal

· Project planning and scheduling

· Reading related papers, journal articles, reference texts

· Performing research

· Performing experiments

· Performing analysis or building simulation/proof of concept models

· Drawing conclusions

· Making presentations

Projects should clearly describe the capabilities of a new information technology and its ability to address business problems.  In their projects students should address a variety of business dimensions including but not limited to the following:

· Is the technology disruptive or industry transforming?

· Does the technology offer new growth opportunities?

· How can the technology improved efficiency of current operations?

· What new markets or revenue opportunities will the technology create?

The overall Project should be conceptualized as finding and proposing a solution to a business problem.  The solution to the problem must incorporate some type of emerging information technology with the expectation that the technology will become a major business-enabling force within two to five years.

Project groups may propose one of two types of class Projects:

· Term Paper Oriented Project – This would be a traditional research study comparing and contrasting some old and new core technology across a number of different applications geared towards solving specific business problems.  The final written project report should be approximately 50 pages in length with detailed references.

· Applications Oriented Project – This would be geared towards prototyping an emerging technology to better solve business problems in emerging markets or improve business operations in existing markets.  The final report for this type of project would be approximately 30 pages in length with supporting references and sample working copies of the prototyped technology (e.g., computer code, hardware).
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