COP 4910 – Frontiers in Information Technology

Spring Semester 2004

Hal Stringer - Adjunct Instructor

Class Times:
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 12:30am -1:20pm, ENG2 Room 105

Email:

stringer@cs.ucf.edu  (Please put “COP4910” at start of email subject line)

NOTE:  Messages sent via email should be well written, consisting of complete and concise sentences.  This also includes proper use of punctuation, capitalization and English grammar.  Finally, be sure to spell check your messages before sending.

Poorly written email messages will be returned to the sender without a response.
Office Hours:
CSB Room 255, Mon. 1:30 – 2:30, Wed. 1:30 – 3:30 or by appointment.

Course 

Description:
COP 4910 serves as the “capstone experience” for IT majors at UCF. The Frontiers course involves research into leading edge IT technologies that have a high likelihood of affecting the IT workplace within the two to five year time frame.  The primary goal of this course is for students to learn how to understand and plan for the effects of new technologies in the work place.  A secondary goal is the practice of communication skills necessary to propose and implement new technologies within an organization.  Students will choose an IT area of interest or emerging technology, then develop, document and present a project in that area during the semester.

Prerequisites:
COP 4610L (OS Lab) or CDA 4506L (Network Lab, aka. CET 4741L)

Web Site:
www.cs.ucf.edu/courses/cop4910/spring2004 – Most of the assignments, handouts, schedules or project requirements for this class will be posted on the course web site.  This also includes any assigned readings or other materials not included in the text book.  Students should periodically check the web site for new information or announcements. Information presented in class (e.g., lectures) may or may not be posted on the website.  So be sure to attend class and take your own notes.

Recommended

Textbooks:
Information Technology Inside and Outside by Cyganski, Orr & Vaz



Prentice Hall, 2001, ISBN 0-13-011496-0

Final Exam:
Friday, April 23rd, 10:00 to 12:50, ENG2 Room 105

There will be no final in this course.  However, the time allotted for exams may be used for presentations of student projects if required.  Plan on being in class at this time.

Other Dates:
Jan. 19 – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, No classes.



Feb.27 – Withdrawal Deadline



Mar. 8-13 – Spring Break, No classes.



Apr. 19 – Classes End, Final Exams Begin

Attendance:
Regularly scheduled class times will be used for lectures, the presentation of student proposals and final projects, as well as status meetings between the instructor and student groups during the course of the semester.  Attendance is mandatory whenever any students are presenting their proposals or projects – no exceptions.  Attendance is also mandatory for status meetings scheduled with the instructor.  For lecture sessions, attendance is strongly encouraged so that students see the types of issues and subject areas that should be addressed in their final projects.

Course

Grades:
Grading for this course will be based on the quality of the project developed by each student or group.  Qualitative considerations include:

· Innovative application of the technology to solving business problems

· Formulation of the technology as a disruptive technology along with the identification of an emerging market space.

· Use of technology to facilitate improved automation and operation efficiency in modern business.


The overall course grade will be determined out of 100% as follows:




A
90 – 100%




B
80 – 89%




C
70 – 79%




D
60 – 69%




F
Less than 60%

The instructor reserves the right to lower grade boundaries at the end of the term.  Grade boundaries will not be increased.  No +/- grading will be used.  Grades will be based on the following project components:


Project Proposal (written)
10%

(See website for due date)


Proposal Presentation

10%

(See website for schedule)


Project Report (draft)

20%

(See website for due date)


Project Report (final version)
45%

(See website for due date)


Project Presentation

15%

(See website for schedule)


Dates are tentative and subject to change.  A complete set of project related dates and deadlines will be posted on the course website as soon as all groups have been formed.  

Academic 

Behavior: 
All work in this class must be your own or that of other members of your group. Cheating or any other form of academic dishonesty – in particular plagiarism – will not be tolerated.  For more information refer to the UCF Golden Rule at www.goldenrule.sdes.ucf.edu.

Other Items:
1) Students are responsible for all material presented in lectures.

2) Please turn off all cell phones and pagers when entering the classroom. 







