Announcements

COP 4910 – Frontiers in Information Technology

Spring 2004

Class announcements will appear on this page in reverse chronological order.  Be sure to check here often for new information.

03/29/04
Today I reviewed my grading criteria for your final reports and presentations.  If you were unable to attend class, be sure to get with a group member who did attend – they can fill you in on the details.  As FYI, a copy of my presentation from this afternoon can be found below.

I said in class that I’d see you on April 12th.  My mistake, final presentations actually begin on Wednesday April 7th – final reports are due on April 12th.  Remember that attendance during final presentations is mandatory.  See the archived announcements if you have any question about the attendance policy.

During class I mentioned that working together as a group requires all members to be honest and forthright with each other.  This is a two-side coin.  First, if you make a commitment to your group, keep it.  If you can’t meet a deadline, either don’t make the commitment to begin with or figure out how you can get the work done ASAP.  Equally, each of you is obligated to remind any member of the group if he/she missed a commitment, especially if your group’s grade could be adversely effected.

You may send me an email if you feel that your grade is in jeopardy due to another group member’s actions (or inactions as the case may be) despite your best efforts to resolve the situation.  I will get involved if I have to but you may not like the result.  So email me only as a last resort.  If you do send an email about another person’s performance, you must cc: all other members of your group including the student who is the subject of your complaint.  Its only fair that he/she be aware of any accusations made concerning his/her alleged nonperformance.  I will then meet with your group to resolve the situation expeditiously.  To those of you who may not be meeting your commitments, I can assure you that the consequences of my involvement will require way more work on your part than you are required to do right now as team member.  So for your own sakes, I recommend that you get to work immediately meeting your obligations.

03/28/04
On Friday I talked about formatting your final report. Not many of you were in class. Hopefully you will look at the recommendations posted on this page. Tomorrow (Monday) I plan to wrap things up and in particular, talk about grading of your final report and presentation. This class is mandatory if you want to pass this course with a good grade.

03/23/04
Tomorrow I will finish meeting with the last three groups regarding their draft reports. Please plan on attending class on Friday and possibly Monday. I will go over the requirements for the final report on those days. We'll also talk about your final presentations.


As a reminder, final reports for projects are due April 12th in class. Final presentation dates are according to the schedule previously posted.

02/27/04
Today I will finish the status sessions for the last two groups. Overall the presentations went well and hopefully all of you are working diligently on your projects. 

We will meet as a class on Monday, Wednesday and possibly Friday of next week before you go on your Spring Break. Please plan to attend those classes. I will be discussing communications skills in general and the draft report requirements specifically. If I get time before Monday I will post something more detailed about the draft report. Right now I'm battling the flu and have gotten a bit behind. 

Quickly, the draft report is not suppose to be a complete version of your final project report. What I want to see is that:

1) you have been making progress on your project, 

2) you have completed most of the background section, 

3) you have determined the overall organization of your project report, and 

4) you are properly citing references in your work (please use APA style with parenthetical references). 

I do not expect every part of the report to be complete. For some sections you should merely provide a paragraph saying what will be contained in that section and what progress has been made in your research.

Note that the due date on the draft has been extended until Monday March 8th at Midnight. You may email the draft to me at stringer@cs.ucf.edu.

02/05/04
Tomorrow we will start our Proposal Presentations.  First up are Groups 4, 11 and 2 (not 12 – that was a typo).  I hope everyone is ready and I also hope many of you had successful meetings at the Intern and Career Expos this week.

Several of you have asked if slides must be turned in with your written proposal.  Here’s what we’ll do.  I’d like to  see draft copies of your slides along with your final written proposal if you have them.  However, you can change/update your slides before you actually present.  Please bring three (3) copies of your final slides the day of your presentation.  This applies to slides for both proposal and final report presentations. 


Attendance Policy


Remember that attendance is mandatory.  The attendance policy was discussed in class but I’ll recap it here just in case you missed it.  A signup sheet will be passed around for all presentation days (proposals as well as final reports).  First, anyone missing the presentations made the day of our class final exam period will loose 10% of their overall grade.  You don’t want to miss this one.  

The other presentations will be given during normal class hours.  I imagine that several of you will have some conflict or emergency that prevents you from making it to one of these classes.  Therefore, I will allow one absence per student during the entire semester for presentation days, excluding the final exam period.  If you miss one day of proposals, you better not miss any final presentation days.  Presentation days missed after this first absence will lower your grade.  In summary:









Grade Reduction





First Absence


0% (no penalty)





Second Absence

5%





Any Additional Absences
10% per missed day

So just to give an example, assume you miss four presentation days:  That’s 0% + 5% + 10% + 10% or a reduction of 25% in your final grade.  If you also miss the presentations during the final exam that would be another 10%.

01/23/03
I have moved back the date for written proposals as well as the proposal presentations.  In part this was to give you more time and in part to allow many of you to prepare for and attend the Career Expo.  There will be no class from Monday Jan. 26th through Wednesday Feb. 4th.  But you are required to attend the proposal presentations starting on Friday February 6th.  See the updated course calendar to determine which date has been assigned to your group.  If you want to switch your date with another group, you may do so as long as both groups agree.

01/16/03
I have updated the Groups Listing with a few changes requested by some students.  As of this date I still have not heard from two of you concerning group membership or topic.  Today in class I would like to finalize the scope of the projects for the four wireless groups.  Please be sure to have a representative from your group present in class.  By Monday, I would like all groups to send me an email with a title for your project and a few paragraphs describing what you think will be covered.  This is an initial take only.  I won’t hold you to it word for word.

01/13/04
As chance would have it, my juror number was not chosen.  Therefore, WE WILL BE MEETING IN CLASS ON WEDNESAY.  See you there.

Also, if you haven't done so already, please send me an email message with listing your group members, general area of interest and, if known, project title and brief description. Thank you.

01/08/2004
Well, if you can read this then you know that the course website is up and running.  The updated Syllabus and Introduction lecture now include my office hours and the new course website address.  I have also posted Zarina Myles’ (our GTA) contact information.  Zarina will be available by appointment to assist you with your projects.  As a doctoral student, she knows a lot about the research process.  By tomorrow I should have detail information about project selection and proposals posted on the site.  We’ll go over that information on Friday. 













