University of Central Florida
Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science

COP 4910: Frontiers in Information Technology

Spring  2015
Instructor: Euripides Montagne
(e-mail: eurip@eecs.ucf.edu) 
Tele.: 823-2684

Lecture meetings: 

MWF
  2:30 a.m. – 3:20 a.m. (BA1 221)
Office hours: M-W-F     
1:00 p.m. to   2:00 p.m. (HEC 217)
4:00 p.m. to   5:00 p.m. (HEC 217)
UTA: Amanda Dale

email: daleaucf@knights.ucf.edu
Prerequisites:  CNT 4703 with a grade of "C" (2.0) or better
Course Objectives:

This course will expose you to emerging trends and cutting edge technology that have a high likelihood of impacting the IT world in the next two to five years.  More importantly, the course is designed to help you improve your presentation and writing skills, which are vital to success in the professional IT world. 

Course outline and organization:

This course is envisioned as a project class in which students will choose some frontier areas in information technology and conduct a thorough study of the chosen areas.  The study should clearly address the capability of the technology and its applicability to address business problems along, but not limited to the following dimensions:

· Disruptive or industry transformation

· New growth

· Improved efficiency of current operations

· Creation of new markets and revenue capability to the enterprise

Reference Guide: 
Technologies, Social Media, and Society 13/14, 9th Ed., 2014, Daniel Mittleman Editor, McGraw Hill. : 978-0-470-12872-5.
ISBN:  978-0-073-52877-9
Presentations:

The presentations will be individual (or team) presentations, depending on the number of students. Each presentation will be between 12-15 minutes in length.  Presentations are expected to be professional presentations.  This means that you are prepared, your slides are clear and concise, your slides contain no grammatical errors, and they are complete. The scenario that we are attempting to simulate is that you are giving your presentation in a conference and you are using the presentation to illustrate why all organizations should be involved with this new emerging technology.   
Possible Topics:
A number of topic areas will also be provided for the student to choose from. This is a sample:
Touch Screen technology, Machine virtualization, Web based Technology, The Wireless Web, Cell phone technology, 3-D printers, Google: How it works, Using GPU for general purpose applications, Interplanetary Internet, Google Smart Car.
Writing Assignments:

Students will write a report draft and a final report in the IEEE conference format.  We will discuss the details of final report in class.  

Grading:

This is a presentation and writing based course and your grade in the course will be determined by your performance on the various presentation and writing assignments that will be assigned throughout the semester.  Anticipate between 4 or 5 topics covering various IT areas.  Each topic will consist of an oral presentation to the class.  The writing assignments will be split into draft and final report.  

You will be given feedback on your oral presentations from both the instructor’s perspective as well as the other students in the course.  

Grading Scale:
Presentation: 60 %  (4-5 Presentations)
Report draft: 15 %

Final written report: 25 %  
Letter grades: Over 89: A. Over 79: B. Over 69: C. Over 50: D. Below 50: F.

Important Dates:

Classes begin: Monday, January 12 2015.  

Withdrawal deadline: Tuesday, March 24, 2015 
Classes end: Monday, April 27, 2015 

· Holidays are:

- Martin Luther King Jr. Day: Monday, January 19.

- Spring Break: March 9 - 14.

