Spring 2011 COP 3223 Section 3 Grading Criteria and Tentative Schedule
	Component
	Percentage of Total Grade

	Quizzes (5)
	10%

	Exam #1
	15%

	Exam #2
	20%

	Final Exam
	25%

	Programming Assignments (6 total)
	30%


Quizzes

The quizzes will be given in class on the days designated in the schedule. Each quiz will be worth 2% of the course grade. The goal of the quizzes is to help identify students having trouble with the material early on, so that those students will be encouraged to seek extra help. Ultimately, the goal of these quizzes is to help the retention rate in the course.
Programming Assignments
There will be six assignments each worth 5% of the course grade. The academic misconduct policy and late assignment policy are discussed in the common syllabus. It's critically important to do these assignments in order to aid understanding of the course material. In order to grasp the material fully and feel comfortable with C, one needs to write MORE programs than are assigned. Several ungraded programs will be posted on the course web page, so students can get the necessary practice. Students are encouraged to work on these programs and come into their instructor or course teaching assistants to get help, if necessary.
Community Service Opportunity – Automatic 100% on Program #6
If you would like to earn an automatic 100% on Program 6, simply complete 5 (or more) hours of community service in between January 10th and April 14th, 2011. In order to get this credit, you must complete the community service and turn in the requisite form and essay signed by the April 14th, 2011, in class. 
Exams
Each exam will have two parts: a multiple choice section and a free response. The former section will be closed-book no aids and the latter will be open book. No calculators will be allowed on any of the exams. Other details will be discussed in class. 

Letter Grades
I may assign +/- grades if I feel that they are appropriate. I assign letter grades a bit differently than other professors. I do not use a straight 90-100, 80-90, etc. grading scale. Rather, at the end of the semester, I chose my lines for each grade. The drawback to this technique is that students do not know exactly what letter grade they are earning during the semester. The advantage to it is that if I make a difficult exam, I can adjust my grades accordingly so students don't get punished for my exam making skills. In the past, my A line has ranged from about 83-88%, my B line has ranged from 67-72%, and my C line typically ranges from 52-55%. I do not guarantee that these will be accurate for this semester, but I wanted to give you a rough idea of how the grades have gone in the past. After each exam, I will update WebCourses to show you what letter grade you have at that point in time. If you have further questions about my grading philosophy, please read the document I have posted at http://www.cs.ucf.edu/~dmarino/ucf.
Final Criteria for Passing the Course
Finally, there is one more qualification for the grading criteria. In order to pass the course you must earn at least a 40% on the final exam. (Thus, if you earn a 75% in the class but only a 30% on the final exam, the final grade awarded will be a C- even though your percentage qualifies for a B. Also, if you earn a 50% on the final exam, but only a 30% for the course, you STILL do not pass the course. You would simply be awarded the letter grade that corresponded to the 30%, an F.)

Tentative Reading Schedule

	Week
	Tuesday Class
	Thursday Class
	Topic

	Jan 10-14
	Syllabus, Chpt. 1
	2.1-2.5
	Intro, C Basics

	Jan 18-21
	2.6-2.8
	2.9-2.13 (Quiz 1)
	Arith. Expressions, 
Calling functions

	Jan 24-28
	3.1-3.5
	3.6-3.11 (Quiz 2)
	If statement

	Jan 31-Feb 4
	3.12-3.14
	4.1-4.3 (Quiz 3)
	Loops

	Feb 7-11
	4.4-4.7
	Chapter 5 (Quiz 4)
	Loops, Files

	Feb 14-18
	Exam #1 Review
	Exam #1
	

	Feb 21-25
	Chapter 6, 7.1
	7.2 (Quiz 5)
	Arrays

	Feb 28-Mar 4
	8.1
	8.1 (Drop Deadline)
	2D Arrays

	Mar 7-11
	SPRING
	BREAK
	

	Mar 14-18
	9.1-9.5
	9.6-9.7
	Functions

	Mar 21-25
	10.1-10.3
	10.4
	Functions, pointers

	Mar28-Apr1
	Exam #2 Review
	Exam #2
	

	Apr 4-8
	11.1-11.3
	11.4
	Strings

	Apr 11-15
	12.1-12.3
	12.4-12.5
	Structures

	Apr 18-22
	13.1-13.4
	Final Exam Review
	Linked Lists

	Apr 26
	Final Exam (4-7 pm)
	
	


Tentative Due Dates
	Assignment
	Due Date
	Day of the Week

	Program #1
	Jan 25
	Tuesday

	Program #2
	Feb 8
	Tuesday

	Program #3
	Mar 1
	Tuesday

	Program #4
	Mar 15
	Tuesday

	Program #5
	Mar 29
	Tuesday

	Program #6
	Apr 19
	Tuesday


