COP 3223H Syllabus
Honors Introduction to C Programming – Spring 2011    
Course Prerequisites: No formal requirements except a background in precalculus mathematics
Class Time: MWF 8:30 – 9:20 am
Class Location: BHC-128
Course Web Page(s): http://www.cs.ucf.edu/courses/cop3223/spr2011/
                                     http://www.cs.ucf.edu/courses/cop3223/spr2011/honors
Lecturer: Arup Guha
Office: HEC – 240



Email: dmarino@cs.ucf.edu

Phone Number: 407-823-1062

Office Hours: MTWRF 10:30-11:30am, TR 4:45-5:45pm
Course Description: COP 3223 provides an introduction to the C programming language for those with no prior programming experience. The course aims to teach the syntax and use of major constructs of the C language and will not focus on algorithmic design (COP 3502 focuses on algorithmic design). Some of these constructs include: conditional statements, loops, functions, arrays, pointers, strings, structures, and file I/O.

Course Textbook: C Knights: An Introduction to Programming in C by Guha, ISBN-13: 978-0-558-85807-0.

This book is a custom textbook specifically written for the course that we teach at UCF. The goal in writing this book was to bring the cost down for students and also to provide a book that mirrored how the course is taught. This book will be cheaper than a new copy of the previous book, but potentially more expensive than a used copy of the previous book. The two previous versions of the textbook will also be adequate for the course. These two versions are:

C Knights: An Introduction to Programming in C (with selections from Hanly and Koffman’s Problem Solving and Program Design in C, Jones and Harrow’s Problem Solving With C, and Mr. Arup Guha and Dr. Ali Orooji) ISBN-13: 978-0-558-56469-8.

C Programming by K.N. King, ISBN  978-0-393-97950-3.

Other Important Course Policies: All of the policies listed on page three of the syllabus for COP3223 apply to the honors section. Please read these in full detail. I don’t expect to have any trouble with honors students, so here’s a summary of these policies:

1) Collaboration on individual assignments is not allowed. If you need help on individual assignments, please come and see me (Arup) personally.

2) In order to make up an exam, you must request one from me. I will only grant make ups in situations I deem appropriate, such as work, family or military obligations. The earlier you ask, the more likely I am to give you this opportunity.

3) I will use both the course web page and WebCourses to provide information for the course. Please check both of these pages before each class meeting. Some information may only be provided in class, so class attendance is important for that reason.
Grading

 The final letter grade will be based upon the seven items listed below.   Plus/minus grades will be issued, when deemed appropriate.

	Item
	Percentage

	Individual Homework Assignments (4)
	20 

	Friday Problems
	10

	Final Project in Pairs
	10

	Exam #1
	10

	Exam #2
	10

	Exam #3
	10

	Final Exam
	30


In order to pass the class you must earn at least a 40% on the final exam. (Thus, if you have a 75% in the course but earn a 30% on the final, you still get a C- in the course even though your percentage may qualify for a B.)

Letter Grades
I assign letter grades a bit differently than other professors. I do not use a straight 90-100, 80-90, etc. grading scale. Rather, at the end of the semester, I chose my lines for each grade. The drawback to this technique is that students do not know exactly what letter grade they are earning during the semester. The advantage to it is that if I make a difficult exam, I can adjust my grades accordingly so students don't get punished for my exam making skills. In the past, my A line has ranged from about 83-87%, my B line has ranged from 67-70%, and my C line typically ranges from 52-55%. I do not guarantee that these will be accurate for this semester, but I wanted to give you a rough idea of how the grades have gone in the past. After each exam, I will update WebCourses to show you what letter grade you have at that point in time. If you have further questions about my grading philosophy, please read the document I have posted at http://www.cs.ucf.edu/~dmarino/ucf.

Note: This grading breakdown is subject to change. Any changes will be discussed in class.
Individual Programming Assignments

All programming assignments will be turned in over WebCourses.  All programs must be done in C. There will be four assignments each worth 5% of the course grade. It's critically important to do these assignments in order to aid understanding of the course material. In order to grasp the material fully and feel comfortable with C, one needs to write MORE programs than are assigned. Several ungraded programs will be posted on the course web page, so students can get the necessary practice. Students are encouraged to work on these programs and come into see me for further help.
Community Service Opportunity

In lieu of the last individual assignment (program 4), you may perform 5 hours (or more) of community service. If you take this option, then you will automatically get a 100 for program 4. In order to get this credit, you must complete the community service and turn in the requisite form signed by the March 16, 2010 in class. All grades for the community service will be posted under the column P4 by the end of March 16th.
Late Assignment Policy
Late homework assignments will be accepted for all of the individual homework assignments, but will be assessed a late penalty. In particular, assignments will be accepted upto 48 hours after the due date of the assignment. If an assignment is less than 24 hours late, a 10% penalty will be assessed. If an assignment is in between 24 and 48 hours late, a 25% penalty will be assessed. No late assignments will be accepted for the group project.
Friday Problems
Most Fridays (except when exams are given), students will be asked to work in pairs on a programming problem. Each week a couple pairs of students will be assigned to complete the Friday problem and turn it in for credit. Each student must submit two Friday problems, each of which will be worth 5% of the course grade. (Note: Each submission counts for both students in the group that submits the program. Groups may change from week to week.)
Final Project in Pairs

During the last month of the course, you’ll get to team up with a partner of your choosing in creating a larger C programming project. Each pair will have to propose an idea for a project and get it approved by me. I will check on each group’s progress at the end of each class in late March and early April. No late submissions will be accepted however. All projects are due by April 20th. Further details, such as due dates for parts of the project, will be provided in class.
Exams 

All of the exams will be open book. You may either use the course textbook or any version of the King book.
Tentative Reading Schedule
	Week
	Monday
	Wednesday 
	Friday
	Topic

	Jan 10-14
	Syllabus, Chpt. 1
	2.1-2.5
	2.6-2.8
	Introduction

	Jan 18-21
	MLK Day
	2.9-2.13 
	Friday Problem
	C Basics

	Jan 24-28
	3.1-3.5
	3.6-3.11 
	Friday Problem
	if stmt 

	Jan 31-Feb 4
	3.12-3.14
	Exam #1 Rev
	Exam #1
	if, loops

	Feb 7-11
	4.1-4.3
	4.4-4.7
	Friday Problem
	loops 

	Feb 14-18
	Chapter 5
	Chapter 6, 7.1
	Friday Problem
	file i/o, arrays

	Feb 21-25
	7.2
	8.1 
	Friday Problem
	arrays

	Feb 28-Mar 4
	NO CLASS
	Exam #2 Rev
	Exam #2

Withdrawal 

Deadline (10/15)
	

	Mar 7-11
	SPRING
	BREAK
	
	

	Mar 14-18
	8.1
	9.1-9.5
	Friday Problem
	arrays,functions

	Mar 21-25
	9.6-9.7
	10.1-10.3
	Friday Problem
	pointers, functions

	Mar28-Apr1
	10.4
	Exam #3 Rev
	Exam #3
	

	Apr 4-8
	11.1-11.3
	11.4
	Project Day
	strings

	Apr 11-15
	12.1-12.3
	12.4-12.5
	Project Day
	structures

	Apr 18-22
	13.1-13.4
	Project Presentations
	Project Presentations
	LLs, Class Presentations

	Apr 25-29
	Final Exam

Review
	Final Exam
(7 – 10 am)
	
	


Tentative Due Dates
	Assignment
	Due Date
	Day of the Week

	Program #1
	Jan 26
	Wednesday

	Program #2
	Feb 9
	Wednesday

	Program #3
	Mar 2
	Wednesday

	Program #4
	Mar 16
	Wednesday

	Group Project
	Apr 20
	Wednesday


Note: These schedules are tentative.
I will be out of the country from February 25th – March 11th. I will arrange for a substitute for both March 2nd and March 4th.

